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Extension Homemakers for their work in rescarohing and
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Fremont County Homemalkers affiliated with the
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Morming Glories Club
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Hutochinsorn, Roy Jonss, Nona Dungan, Act Dixon, F ny Vel e
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express the degree of appreciation to
Witk o ws in this projechk.

This fascirmating oglimpse into the :
givern insight into obther aspescts of plonser ranching,  micndng and
industrial lives. We have 4ound that mot 211 records agres, thos
Lhe variances you may find in ouwr report, depend on the souwos of

sohonl history has

intormation.

Mary mining towns and communities that may have had =
are now non edistant, as are  any records  beside the fact that
they were once the hub of someones edistence for awhile.

Non public schools are not treated here, although theres were
i are such schools; The Fresbyterial Academy and Normal School,

Josephs Catholizc  %choagl, Salida Business College, and
veral day schools of the past: The Christian Academy, The
hEﬁﬁ&lEmnCE, The School, The Strawberry Door, Buena MVista
Christian School, The Darren Fatterson Christian Academy, The
Gingerbread HOL:m and the Sonshine Inn and S5t Josephs Farochial
School are current private schools in the county.
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A HISTORY OF GCHOOLS IN CHAFFEE COUNTY

The history of schoal houses in Chaffee County must begin in
Lake County, sirnce Chaffee is a part of the former Lake County,
and include western Fremont County since they have been a part of
Chaffee County’'s school system since 1898,

Lake County was designated in Colorado Territory long before
and was one of the largest of the early counties,

statehood ,
River to the Utah

stretching from the headwalters of the Arkansas
state line.

By 1870, mingng camps had sprung up across the lL.ake County
territory and there were five schools scattered across the wide
gxpanse of county territory:

Oro City 1866

Granite 1869

Frowng Crazek 18464

South Arkansas 1861

Adobe Fark 1866
and ancther year of expansive mining and two more schools were
in the northern portion of the county:

set in arder
Doc 1 Fg 2 Lm 1 Fos 10

Trout Creel 1571
Riverside 1871.

In the southern and western portion of the county other
schools were being started and school buildings esrecteds Hancock,
Romley and Browns Canyon were all built around 1870 and all were
on the eastern side of the continental divide. Irn 1874, Browns
Camvon was listed as Lake County School District 3 and stretched
south and west to the Utah state line. Nine males and four
femnales were enrolled.

By 187&, when statehood becams a reality, there were eleven
schools in lake Counltys:

Oro City

Carbaonate Camp

*¥granite

Browns Creek ’

South Arkansas
T Adobe Fark

Trout Creek

Riverside

Hancock

Romley

Erowns Canyon
and by 1879, Carbonate Camp, later renamed Leadville, had seven
schools in its district alone. A huge population increase in the
mining industry and the distance to the courthouse in Granite as
well as the southern shift of the mining and ranching population
brought about the decision to divide the county and on February
14, 18792, fourteen new counties were carved out of Lake County,



With the formation of the new county, Chaffee retained all

the school districts south of and including Granite.
time, the southern end of the new county had

begun

At the same
expansion due

to the progress of the railroad and in just a few months, Sept-

new school district was set

tember, 1879, a up

district.

LR

the Cleora

Other schools in the southern end of the county that were

begun in the decade of 1870 were:
Maysville 1870
Fimion Grove 187-
Alpine 1877
Gartield 1879
Heyvwood 1879

and in the next decade,
St Elmo 1852
Buena Vista 188D
Fine Cresk 1330
Mormarch 1860
Mathrop 1831
Vicksburg 1881
Winfield 13581

the 1880 's, more

Rockdale 1881
Dolomite 1884

Mt Frimnceton 1889

Thes
beings

Gas Cresk 18%0

Rerrian 1892

Wild Horse 1892

Newitt 1895

Sand Fark 1897

Turret 1897

Clear Creek 1895

Cleora Wellsville

Mamoa 1895

1828

schnools

were added:

nineties brought yet more schools and districts into

and after the turn of the centuwry, Valley View and Smelter

schools were added to the Roster.
Im 1518, Chaffes County School Districts numbered ZI0 and
savaral districts contained two or more schools:
1 Granite 11 Riversides ?1 Hmnarch
Z Centerville 12 St Elmo 22 tClgDra)
% Foncha Springs 13 Nathrop 25 New1t? '
4 Maysville 14 Finion Grove 24 &and Farlk
5 Adobe Fark 15 Vickshurg 23 LlE&F'CFEEH
Smelter (Kortz) Winfield 26 Mt Frinceton

& Free (Gold Rockdale
7 Salida 16 Fine Creek 27
3 Alpine 17 Hancock
g Fuena Vista Romley =8
1@ Garfield 18 Turret 29
Marnoa 41|
Nelson
19 Heywood

20 Gas Creek

Maxwell Fark
Berrian

Wild Horse
Cleora-Wellsville
Valley View
EBrowns Canyon



schools  were often gsmall and uncomfortable log cabing
buildings, heated by wood stoves, little
insulation, water was carried to school, often by the teacher, as
was the logs used to build the fire. Many of these older schools
burned and were replaced by brick or stone buildings. The
tmachers were often only one level aonove her students, having
been a part of the class the year before, and Fil1linmg in the part

These

Qar one - aom fr-ame

of teacher the next.

School usually began with the ringing of the hbells, first a
bell to  say school was ready to begin, and then one that was a
tardy bell. A prayer, the flag pledge and a song wouwld begin the
day. Songs that are shill popular in schools and in the memorises
of the older generation.

The three R's, readin, ritin and rithmetic, were concerntrat-
ed on and very often to the tune of a hickory astick as discipl--
irne was encouraged and used. Recitations were oral and ach
]l a had its turn from the youngest to the oldest, but spalling
bess, math matches and other games made learning fun. Many of the
students of these schools did mot go further than the third or
fourth grade, but desired learning enough to seld teach arcl
berone surcessful businessmen, officials and government personsl.
How many third graders today would do the same it denied access
Lo an sducation™

When the eleven o clock lunch bell rang, students close
gnough to  walk home, did sa for lunch. Others took their lard
pail lunch buckets from the cloakroomn shelf and went outdoors, o
mat at their desks to eat. Frogressive schools had hob lunches
sent from home, each family by tuwrn and kept warm on the heating
stove. Fots  of beans, soup, stew and other good hot meals wera
served at noon, especially during the cold wintertime.

Each student and the teacher had their own dish, bowl and spoon.

Afternoon activities kept the students uwuntil  almost four
when they could leave for home, either on foot, on Morese or mole,
in & horse pulled buggy. The afternoon  ended as the morning

-

o
Raod begun, with a prayear.
The school house was the hub of social activity, and school

prograns, the end of school picnic, Christmas and  ohbher holidays
and special events were looked forward to eagerly by the commun-—
ity residents, Church was held in the school when a minlster was
available, and Sunday School tauwght by community leaders.
Dances, Hox Suppers, spelling bees, voting, and ather commund Ty
buziness was conducted in  the early schoolhouses. Many stories
have been told of the early schools that are intersesting and
gxciting, but rmone more so tham the following one printed in an
@arly local paper:

"o mountain lion gained entrance to the

Sunnyside school one night last week by

jumping through the window. Bloody imprints

of his paws, which were cut by broken glass

were visible on the teachers and students

desks, and various toothmarks indicated

where he had tried to masicate the varnished

furniture. All hands concerned hope the lion

will continue to quell his thirst for knowledge

£ill after school hours".

The ™~Bunnyside school has not been located. This story 1is
ascribed tao several in the district but the definite location is

rot known.

i



Scgool Districts of Chatfee County, 1918

Oramnite
Centerwville
Foncha Springs
Maysville
Adobe Fark
Free Gold

z

NS NI

7 a Salida
8. Alpine
7. Huena Vista

Garfield

. Riverside

2. 5t Elmo

e Nathrop

14, Fimion Grove

1. Vicksburg

14, Fine Cresk

17. Hancocok

18, Twrret

19. Heywood Springs
Gas Creesk

Mo arch

e Cleoras (joinmed #26)
25, Newitt

24. Sand Fark

23. Clear Creek

265, Mt Frinceton (Maxwell Farlk)
27 Berriarn/Wild Horse
28, Cleora/Wellsville
Valley View

20, Browns Dreck

-

J

With the decline of mining activity, towns folded and the

population moved away, leaving schools soplty or near  amphy. 3y
1927, there were 27 districts, in 1935 twenty one and then with
the closing of several schools during  the forties, bthaerse were

orily 14 gchool districts remaining. Im 1958 consilidation of

those remaining districts created R 31 in Buena Vishta
in Salida.
On *the following pages we offer information on the thirty schools
that ornce formed the Chaffeese County School System for more than

e

and R AL

seventy years.

However, it should be pointed out that the
rural schools only operated as grade schools:
and the high school age students always
attended Salida High. Not all the rural schools
closed at the same time. When the enrollment in
some of them dropped to a very low point, the
students usually were sent to the Salida schools
or some other close by rural school.
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14. Pinon Grove

L-- CGrahite. : 7— Salida

2-- Centerville 9~ Buena Vista 16. Pine Creek
3.- Poncha Springs 10, Garfield 19, -Hortense
4.- Maysville 11. 'Riverside 20, Gas Creek
5, - Adobe Park 12, Baint Elmo 21, Monarch
6.—- Free Gold : 13, Nathrop - 24, Sand Park
26-Mt. Princeton 27. Berrlan . 28. Cleora .
s 29, Valley View _ 30, Brown's Canon !
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SCHOOL CISTRICTS — Chaffee ccunty’s school districts, manv of them organized more than three
quarters of a century cgo, are shown on the map of the county, above. Manv of the districts no longer
hold schcol but send thier pupils as tuition students to cther districts. District 7 was organized at Cleora |
cn June 25, 1879, and the school was moved to Salida during the mcss exodus from Cleora. A {ew years 1
later another Cleora district was established. Ten years later it joined district 28 with Fremont county.
Finally, in 1943, the joint district was dissolved and the Cleora district again became part of N'O- 7.
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Teachers of Chaffee County
1020-1921 |

DISTRICT

No. 1. GRANITE. Mrs. Christine Morgan..

No. 2. CENTERVILLE. Mrs. Abby Williams. : '

No. 3. PONCHA SPRINGS. Gertrude Bondurant, Principal;
Lucy Husband.

No. 4. MAYSVILLE. Mrs. Edith J. Behrens. Postoffice, Sali-
da, Garfield Route. v a'r

No. 5. SMELTER. Mrs. Bessie Shewalter, P. O., Salida, 218 E
gt.h; Eiunice Graham, P. O., Salida, R. F. D., Smelter -
chool.

No. 5. ADOBE PARK. Xana Gorham. P.O., Salida, 137 E St.
No. 6. FRV‘_EE GOLD. Sarah M. Wright. Postoffice, Buena
ista. .

No. 7. SALIDA. E. Kesner, Superintendent. .. - -
HicH ScHooL—C. E. Tanton, Principal, Math.; C. T.
Zumwalt, Science, Athletics; Velma McClellan, English;
Alinda Montgomery, Latin, French; Madora E. Smith,
History, Civies; Helen E. Craig, Mathematics, Science;
Elsie W. Wadell, English, Secretary to Superintendent.
SpecIAL—Gladys M. Parks, Domestic Science; John C. *
Burgener, Manual Training; Mrs. Verna Zumwalt, Musie, |
Drawing. ATRIRS, i
EicuTH GraDES—Mabel Gloyd, East Eighth; Mrs. Har-
riet Keyser, West Eighth. s g
LoNGFELLOW — Hettie M. Rogers, Principal, Seventh
Grade; Mrs. Orphie B. Dickinson, Sixth Grade; Jessie
Foulk, Sixth Grade; Mrs. Crystella Merten, Fifth Grade;
Margaret Miller, Fourth Grade; Margaret Sloan, Fourth -
Grade; Rose Hogue, Third Grade; Lorena Kennison, Sec.
and Third Grade; Sadie M. Wiley, Second Grade; Mrs.
Jean K. Tanton, First Grade; Edith Berrian, Helper.
CENTRAL ScHOOL—Mrs, Mary Foss, Principal, Seventh
Grade; Mrs. G. N. McCray, Sixth Grade; Irene Booco,
Fifth Grade; Mary MeDowell, Fourth Grade; Nellie Buek,
Third Grade; Mrs. Bina Laverty, Second Grade; Mrs. R.
M. English, First Grade; Laura L. Donnell, First Grade;
Catherine Panton, Helper. L REC S
No. 9. BUENA VISTA. Prof. Harry L. McGinnis, Superin-
tendent, Latin and Science; Helen Mosgrove, English .. -
and History; Mrs. Charlotte McGinnis, Mathematics =
and Seience. B
GrapES—Thelia Simonson, Eighth and Seventh Grades; -
Helen Taylor, Sixth and Fifth Grades; Catherine Crym-
ble, Fourth and Third Grades; Mrs. Sadie Ayers, Sec-
ond and First Grades. .
No. 10. GARFIELD. Mrs. Mary Tyler. '
No. 11. RIVERSIDE. Bertha Strayer. Postoffice, Buena Vista.
No. 12. ST. ELMO. Eva Corlett. .
No. 13. NATHROP. Kay Mandl :
No. 14. PINON GROVE. Mrs. Florence Theodoran. = Salida.
No. 16. PINE CREEK. ... it iieiiatcmnanasmneenneeseess
No. 18 TURRET. . iiiiiia it it NI S—
No. 18. GRANITE QUARRY. Pearl Mahoney. Postoffice, Sa-
lida, care Granite Quarry.
No. 19. HORTENSE. ... ... .. ... cvioinnn (Postoffice, B. Vista.)
No. 20. GAS CREEK. Essie M. Powell. Postoffice, Nathrop. .
No. 21. MONARCH. Bertha Lippard. Postoffice, Garfield. '~
" No. 23, NEWETT. ... .reiriireninnnnns (P. O., Buena Vista.)
No. 24. SAND.PARK. Mrs. Ruby Tanton. Postoffice, -Salida,
320 Wood Ave. ‘
No. 25. CLEAR CREEK. ................ (Postoffice, Granite.)
No. 26. MT. PRINCETON. Mrs. E. E. Johnson. Postoffice,
Buena Vista. 4
"No. 27. BERRIAN. ................. (Postoffice, Buena Vista.)
No. 28. CITEOSRA. Mrs. Nellie Snell. Postoffice, Salida, 233 Tel-
er St.
No. 29. VALLEY VIEW. Mrs. Alice Comstock. Postoffice, Sa-
lida, R. F. D.
No. 30. BROWN’S CANON. Antoinette Eassen. Postoffice, Sa-

lida, Box 384.
ROSE W. RIDGWAY,

Ritena Vista Colaradn. Countv Sunerintendent of Schaols.



District # 1 GRANITE

The Granite school was organized in 1849 in then
County. Built on the side of a hill, it was originall
room frame structure with no space for a playground.
to be carried from a nearby home for dirinking purpos
there was no well on the school properly.

A second schoolroom was built onto the school in
The school is one of the original buildings still stan
Granite. School was held in the school building until

D

l.ake
y a one
Water had

@5 Ssince

1885,
ding in
1983, when

the consolidation with Buerna Vista took place. It was included

in the Clear Creek Historical Society in 197%, and can
The school is

zeen on the hillside to the east of the highway..
naw owned by Carl Douglas, Granite Colorado.

w2ill be

Activities other than school took place in the school

building such as socials and dances on Saturday night,

possibly church on Sunday.

and
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According to the Chaffee

i Counly Republican the Granite

+ school house was sold lo Fitz

* Douglas, son of Mr. and Mrs.

! Carl Douglas, at an auction

- Tuesday evening conducled by

! the school board of district R-

%31 The final bid was $5,100.
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District #2 CENTERVILLLE

Certerville began in 1844 as the Browns Creek School, in a
building still standingh but now being vsad as a barn. In "Under
the Angel of Shavaro", Dr Wendell Hutchinson records the story
of Hemry Websr who attended the Browns Craek Schonl at  the time
of the Lake County Wacs

vE e T Ay

“ I went to school in a one room log school on the north sid
of Browns Creek. A man by the name of Sprague owned b
ranch on Browns Creek above us and Gilliland owned the rang
below us. Gilliland was a minister and used to hold Sunda
School in the log school house. This log school house stood g
the west side of the present state highway, near the bottom d
the hill on the north side of Browns Creek. The settlers buik;
the school house. This was the first school house that was cot
structed in what is now Chaffee County.

While we lived in Cache Creek my folks sent me to Canoc
City for one winter to attend school as that was the neares}|
school from Cache Creek.

At the log school house on Browns Creek, Judge Spragm
taught a term or two and Mr. Dyer, who later became Judgq
Dyer, also taught. I went to school under both of them. A mag.
by the name of Anderson was teaching at the log school hous
on Browns Creek at the time of the Lake County War.

During the Lake County war Tom Ehrhart and myself, and’
about 10 or 12 others, were going to school at the log schod
house. I remember 12 or 15 of the vigilantes committee camg
to the school house in the morning. We had had a snow and the'
members of the committee all had their eyes blackened so as
avoid being snow blinded. They came to the school and Krafi
the leader, came to the door and knocked. Anderson vventouq
then came back- and told Tom Ehrhart.and me:to sort of log
after the school until noon, as he thought he would be back then ]
The vigilantes took Anderson with them, and we understand they.
took him to Nathrop. As Anderson did not return at noon wel
dismissed the school. On our way home we met a number o
vigilantes and they made us hold up our hands and swear tha|
we would not divulge anything concerning their visit to the]
school. Anderson returned that night and opened school th:
next day. * '

This schonl was kEnown
as District 2 in Lake County
and was buillt of logs. It
stands today on the west side
of the highway with the creek
running in fromt of the door to
the south. This building was also
ussd & a meeting house and a
neighboring rancher who was also
a minister held Sunday School
in the log =zschool house.




Ne

With the change of county names, the name of the school was
changed Lo Centerville, and a new schoal built in 1911 on the

Fradl gmgth of the log building. This was a cement huilding with
a grani te block above the door shating: CENTERVILLE  SCHOOL
DISTRICT, 18&b6. The building remained on  the hill near the

cenetaery until the new highway 2835 went through  and a culb was
m;de in the hill that took the school with it. Crossing the
Tlghway are large pipelines and near those pipelines can be sas=n
the cement steps that once led into the school yard. Across the
vard are other steps also called stiles and in the schoolyvard the
flagpole that Flew the Star Spangled Banner is =till standing
Wwith a baskethall hoop hanging on  its side, ~eminiscent of the
games that were played on the school playground.

Centerville P. T. A. Has
Good- Record for Year
The first meeting was ealled to order
on September 22 with all mew off-
fcers present, The treasury showed &
balance of §$78.73 with which to gtarf
the new year., The P, T. A. held month-
ly " meetings at the members' liomes
and at the school house. Light rée-
freshments were served by the hostess-
] es. .
e feel that Cenferville P, T. A. s
a standard association. We have .aid-
ed the county P. T. A. in every way
possible. _.. ) <

A ‘shool library has been started
and has proved g source of much de-
light to the children.  The children
were given 'a special treat at the
Christmas entertalnment,

Centerville P. T. A. now has 2
membership of 14 members. The next
meeting will be held- May 10, at which
{ time election of officers will be held.
It will be an evening meeting in order
that the men members may attend.

Founders' day was ‘appropriately
celebrated at the school -

. Coming activities include a . o)
A. anfl school pienie to be held May 23
at Mt. Princeton Hot Springs. =

The treasurer reports-a balance of
$40.00 on hand at the present time. .

‘The officers for the year 1929 to
1930 are: Mrs. Fred Bertschy, presi-
dent. Mrs, James Paquette, secretary;
Mrs. Walter Paguette, treasurer; Mrs;
Frank Lindquist, historian.. o 1
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District # % PFONCHA SPRINGS
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These students attended the Poncha, Colo. School, Class of 1891.
Names of these youngsters are not available.
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Poncha School -
Built In""82"

(From The Ponchcr'Hercxld,
July 1, 1882)

The foundation for the school
house is laid and the lumber for
finish is being delivered on the
ground. The brick are being burned
near here, Mr. B. Furnish having
the contract. This will be the hand-
somest and most costly structure
of its kind in Chaffee county.
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District #4 MAYSVILLE

Seven miles westward up the mountain , Maysville school began
in 187@0. The bell that rang from the bell tower in the frame
school first hung in the Union Sunday School and Congregational
church buildings. When those buildings were moved to Salida the
bell was hung in the school tower that centered the roof.

A Maysville school report of 1883 reported that Friday, June

Sth ended the first month of the school year with 22 pupils.
HMelen Stratton was the teacher that yesar, and listed Annie Face,

Jimmy Cottrell, Frank Rogers Mary Face, Neven Deal, Nellie
Fogart and Bert Bevington as being on the honor raoll.

Becauss of the mines in the district, Maysville was one of
the richsst districts in the area and paid better salaries than
other districts could.Thé Maysville school aslo had living quar-—
Lers for the teacher.  Fossibly because of this, water was piped
into the school builﬂing making it one of the few country schools
without a water bucket and dipper. ‘

The Maysville school held school until 1938 and was then
made into a bus barn to house the bus used to take students into

Salida to school. Later the school was bought by the Salida
Historical Society and restored to its original state. It is now
a museum for the area.

Maysville began, according to newspaper authority, with the name
of Crazy Camp. Why it was named that is not known, but was
probably changsd to Maysville (also Marysville) for a ploneer
woman of the area.

Two miles from Maysville was Arbourville, another mining
town where this news photo says there was a school, probably in
the Maysville district. Arbourville had a short life and most of
the huildings there were moved to Maysville. most probably the

e
ey I .

school among them.
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STUDENTS LIVING
tended this school.

av

w e - s

near Maysville around 1915 at-
After consolidation, the building

* An early day view of Arbourville, two miles west of

. Maysville, is believed 10 be one of Jackson's, an early day

. photographer in Coloredo, ‘who visited all camps in the
heydoy of mining. Arbourville, settled in 1879, had a
postoffice, a school and a smelter. The population is not

. known. It boasted of several dance halls, which drew such

. lively crowds that the Chaffee County sheriff had to close

% them. The town had only a short existence and the

became,a bus garage and within
" restoreda

b 5"- s TS % .s____

s a museum by area histori

ns.

R s el A

buildings were moved to Maysville and Garfield. Hank
Sutherland, who settled there in 1879, acquired the
townsite to raise hay and cattle. Frank Gimlett, the Hermit
of Arbourvilla, became the owner after Sutherland's
death. Gimlett's son, Ilrwin Gimlett of Tacoma,
Washington, is the present owner. The place is leased at
present by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Post, for pasture.

recent years has béen
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OLD MAYSVILLE SCHOOL—The old Maysville school will
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Salida Museum Association. The association plans to

become a museum as a result of action of the Salida R-32-
J board of education. The board last night voted fo deed
the building and four lots of land it's located on to the

remake the building into the school as It was with ltems
originally ‘'used in the school. C

Historic Maysville school given |

to area museum group by district |

The old Maysville school,
.which first opened its doors for
iclasses on May 1, 1882, will
jbecome an ‘‘old school”
.museum. '
: At the request of the Salida
Museum Association, the
‘Salida R-32.J board of
‘education Tuesday night
.deeded the 96-year-old building
-and accompanying land to the
association. - :

“For some time now the old

G e e, =

Maysville school has been left
vacant and unattended,' Miek
Swantek told the board. “It
needs some personal attention
and care to preserve it for the
future.”

Swantek noted that it is the
last outstanding historical
marker left up the South
Arkansas River Valley.

The school board voted 6-1 to
deed the building and land to
the museum association. '

Ray Perschbacher cast the
lone "no" vote, saying he had
reservations about giving
away a valuable asset without
first determining its worth.

When asked how valuable it
was, Perschbacher said he
didn't know. He said he was
objecting to the deed because

the district didn't- know  how "
_much it was giving away.

Board president Wendell

Hulehinson said = that ih;e"'

tounty -h};d "'glivén _away and
torn down many historical

not wish that to happen to the
old school. i -

plans to remake the school as it |

once was, using donated items
that were originally used in the

building. He said they were ;

many people who were in-

terested in making donations of |
the original desks and some.
other'items to, make it a i

genuine replica ¢ the past. -
The structure was originally

a rambling, large two-story |
 building with three teachers. It -
was built for $10,000, at:r.w.wding‘;l

to an nld-pewspaper articla_ -

Swantek said that in

: . researching the scheol, he
buidings. He ‘said that he did = found the first teacherg were

Glen Everett said he felt the -

: building was worth more for its

. historical value than what the

, district could get for it on a
" sale. i

paid $60, $50 and $35 per month.
The building was last used as-
a school in 1939. The teacher at

. that time was Genevieve

Oberle, now a druggist at

. Waggener's Pharmacy.

- .. =" At about 1912, .as the
Al Edlund said the historical ! population . of . Maysville |

* building had educational value . declined with the fall in mining
T'as well, to show people ‘how-‘: activity in the ara, the building
i school was taught years ago.™™ was remodeled with the roof
t Ken Hoeschen said he could “and second -story cui off

see no reason why the building
_couldn't be deeded to the
museum for preservation and
development as a historical
site.
What to do with the old
building and land had cropped

up at various school board ;

meetings in the past two years.
Along with Swantek, Samuel

Price and Mr. and Mrs. James

Osborne were present at the
meeting
Maysville Chapter of th
association. ’

representing the

3

Swantek said the museumn -

'leaving - the. structure as it
appears today.

" From fhe late 1930s until 1948
the building 'and land was
owned by Theresa Miller who
deeded the property back to the
school district at that time.
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Digtrict # 5  ADUORBE FARK

Adobe Fark school was situated in Adobe Fark, a rarnching
area almnst due wesh of Salida. The Adobe school was organized
in 1864 as one of the original Lake County schools. The Adobe
Fark school was on County Road 148 at  the junction of L6le The
srhool was a brick building swrrounded by a playgound closed in
With & rock wall., There is nothing left now bt bthe wall. The
property iz privately owned. One story about the Adobe Fark
Sehool is that the teacher needsd to take a broom to swesp the
Fattlesnakes off  the front steps every morning. They must have
liked the sun warmed steps for a morning nap.

For many vears, fAdobe Fark was  the only schnel in District

5 ot i 1982, the Smelter (Kortz) schnol was added to the
district. Adobe Fark pupils were farm familes in the area.
School was held only a few months a year, to allow students to

help at home during the harvesting. Adobe Fark school closed

around 1951 wher the term let ouk for the year.

A'1902 VIEW of the Adobe Park School and pu

row L to R—Edith Sneddon Glenn, Mumlep E:I:I:IS!:::'
Hester Sage, Joseph Sage, Aaron Reed, Lloyd Sage Carl
Blank, Lewis Glenn. Second row L to R—Lester E;av{s
Solomon Grodal, Edith Davis, Merriam Sage, Phyla Suga'
Abbey Reed, Hester Spaulding. Clarence, Ethel and Ro;
Blank, Andrew Dickman, George G. Everett, Elmer Davis.
Back Row L to R—Guy Sneddon, Guy Spaulding, Minnie
Reed, the teacher, Alice Jasper; Ethel Spaulding, Mary
McCalmont, Belle Truscott, Ida Newton, Cyril Spaulding
‘'ond Edith Blank.
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P “Maysville: Tt’s a pity for ‘Jovers of |
arcane names that this didn’t keep its

| original name, Crazy Camp, whose
origin, if known, would certa:nly be
fascmating The origin of |

- “Maysville" is also unknown. It'also
shows as Marysville on some early |

| maps, and it was probably. named for
- a pioneer wornan.
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Adobe FPark School 194b: teacher Mary Bratton

Ugch Fow: Carl Eggleston, Glann Everett, Gracie Cook, Lela Sawa
Hlddle s Shirley Glenn, Greeba Glenn, Louise Faess, Louslla
basss, Terry Everaett

T e e g o Y T Lo ma o et g N . - Wi I . " i I H 4
?lﬁnttluu" Eobby Faesss, unknown, EBEilly Cook, Rudy Zeleznikar, Jim
vEerEtt. '

Teacher Laural Johnson, 1920 7

A W N A
The school built in  Smeltertown in LOUR—h Was |
with a tin roof and saw childran come and go for a
artil & bolt of lightnimg hit it ditring a thunderstormn and set it
afire. @Fter the schoaol bwned, & naw school of brick was
srhool was held in it until 19398 whern the district
and  used for

=13 ted and
consolidated., A addition was  built on o T
= The land and building now belong to Cozinco, a chemical

shor g,
manufacturing plant that makes & irne sulfate, a trace min giral feare

tiliger.

‘ 50 years ago, The Salida Mail, March

| fr 31, 19361 - «x vl ' o

: .+ Miss Emerline Jacobs and Mrs.

| i Leon Lippard sponsored a bird house

| . building - contest last week: at the
& Smelter SChOGL_.«"?:.L_,'f{_'. '.“.:_“.'p o s

§ o g T
I - Henry Schmid, county agent, and

- Bessie - Shewalter, county ‘superin-
A : tendent of schools, acted as judges, '
i ! The bird houses were built to
j . specifications and judged as to
beauty, durability and workmanship.

¢

. Matt Glivar of the eighth grade
 was awarded the honor of receiving
| © first place’ with'a bird house of
;wmmw.ﬁﬁﬂ;GmwQOmﬁsshﬂ
. second place,’a_birdhouse of cot-
; tonwood bark, and Ed Struna, fourth

1986 Kl

Smelter School | grade, third place; having made a

iy
N I
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District #& FREE GOLD

In 1870, Free Gold was a small mining camp south of the
present school school. S0 namsd becauss when bthe Midland
Railroad was blasting out a roadbed for rails, particles of gold
orFe was also blasted out along the vight of way, and railroad
workers picked up the ore that they found along the roadbed. 0ld
timaers refer to Midland Hill as Free Gold Hill and rich are can
still be found along the old railroad bed after a rainstorm.

The brick schoolhouwse was built in 1883, but the school was
a district in Lake County as sarly as 1871, Separate cloak rooms
for the boys and the girls, each with its own sntrance, causing
one teacher to remark that the school had 2 doors, 2 halls and 2
chimmeys. The one classroon had a raised floor in one end which
could be used as a stage, suwggesting that social events with the
andary use of the building.

community in attendance was a =
Finances may have been a problem, since one teacher, Bertha
Morlan remarked that the school was badly in need of curtains for
the windows, a stove and a desk for the teacher. She tauwght 22
students for nine months at a salary of 65 dollars a month.

Ef@e Gold School once had & bell tower and bell but atltar
$Sn%olldatlun, the school was zold and made into a residence.
J;uFower wgs removed, one or two rooms added on and the school
painted a light bufd color.

‘ During its life as a town, Free Gold boasted a school, post-
oftice, store, saloon and stamp mill. Mast of it was washead away
when a flood raged down Trout Creek in the early 1920 s 7 Nnthiéc
much was left except the schoolhouse. s — ’
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Fl FREEGOLD SCHOOL near Buéna Vista as it looked a gen-.  Mountain Mail staff that as a small boy he attended a Christe '
er; eration ago: Judging from the adults present a scheol pro- ~ mas program and saw his first Santa Claus in this building. ;
er: 'gram ‘had probably; been presenfed. Gilbert Gregg, editor of It was remodeled a few years ago and is now in use.ag a reg-/ |
the the Chaffee County Republican in Buena Vista, informed the ' idence. : w ) Courtesy Gilbert Gr1regg 1
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Teachers not listed : 1889 Z.B McClure 1908 Blanch McQuillen
1891 Pearl lewis Alphie Sundett
1892 Mary Stafford 1909 Genelle Haus

1893 Louise Van Arsdale
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Central School 1880

Central School 1900
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District #7 SaLIDA

The Salida district was first formed in 1879 at Cleora.
After the railroad war was settled and Salida, 2 miles from the
' town of Cleora was chosed for the railroad center, residents b
moved lock, stock, barret and house into Salida. : '

Classes were first held for the new school district inﬁihe
fewly built Fresbyterian church, in the Hunt building, (Salida
Hotel), and the Hallock Building, the Presbyterian Annex.

The first school was built in 1882, called Ward or Drake
School, at Zrd and D streets. In 1884 it was enlarged and the
name changed to Central. Renamed again in 19220 for teacher and
primcipal MocCray, the school was remodeled and stuccoed and wesed
as an elementary school until 1948.

The first high school was located at 7th and H streets, the
ariginal Longfellow School. Fuilt in 1821 and used until 19216
when a new high schonl was built on the site of the Fresbyterian
fcademy, lLongfellow has since been an elementary school. :
additions in 1955 and in 1976 and 1985 have expanded and enlarged

the facilitiss grestly. )

I 1942, the high school burned and classes were held again
in MoCray urntil a new high school could be buwilt. Today the site
ot the eshyterian Academy/Normal School has been expanded to
Fouse Feesner Junior High and the High School complex. McCray
sehanl was torn down to make room for the new Fost Office.

Drake School

0
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|wistrict Formed |

In June; 1879

- OnfJune 12, 1879, a petltion was
submilted to E. R. Naylor, county
su;J_é!r]ntendent of schools, asking
that ‘he’ form a school district on
the territory where the Little Riv-
ér:](ﬂned the Arkansas River.

Ofi June 26, 1879, & meetlng was
calfed to order by H. C. Crawford
and,all present voted in favor of
ol}ganlzlng a district in Cleora, I
C.,7King.'was elected president, !
Mll‘\_s.:lN. West, secretary, and H, C. ,
Cr&_‘u\_){[nrd. treasurer. of the newly-"
forfned dlstriet, - : !
. ‘The first teacher was Mis# Jen- |
nik; ! Smith, who taughtﬂthreel
months for $40 & month, begin-
nig In the fall of 1879. The next
yg‘a:"l' Cleora moved up the river to
thewnew town of Salida, where the
Distriet No, 7 schools have since
bpe__:f_‘:n located, - -
¥ C

W;E’éiifgllm'enf Grew
..ctdily In ‘80s

‘iSchool  enrollment increased
sleadily during the 1880s, accord-
Ing, to story in the Sallda Mail of
Jan.-1, 1889; s

" Enrollment in 1881 had been 85;
I 1882, 98; in 1883; 238, in 1884,
316;. in 1885, 287; in 1886, 340; in
11887, 354; and in 1888, 371. At-
terfdance in 1889 was 425. .

In addition to those in the pub-
lic, school, there were about 30
.al the Presbyterlan academy and
Mrs. Mary Sisson and Miss Hettie

their select schools.

The Salida public schools are {
rogressing finely under the ad- |
ninistration of Prof. Hallock. 274
rre enrolled and more coming.—
jalida Mail, Sept 25, 1885.

1

1 \

Just 2 Greduates |
In Class Of 90

js Salida high school's first gradu-

e

AR

ating class, fn 1890, had just two
members. There were no graduates
in 1891.
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'RIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1956

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Notice is hereby given that all
puplls who could not be present
at the close of school last year
for examlnatlon, all. pupils who
falled to pass and who have
studied diligently during vacation,
and all new pupils who have not
been graded, are requested to
meet at the high school bullding

on Monday, Aug. 31 at 9 a. m. for
the purpose of examination and
grading, My time will be too
much occupied during the first
days of schdol to - give attention
to individual pupils, hence this

Rogers had a total of 50 or 60 inl/

THE

| (Aug. 25, 1896)

notice,

M. D. L. Buell
Supt. Of Schools
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T oo l). Gitimeg |
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Haio Nt FOOL Bt gip
e In Alpine vurk 1ngl vw-nhl
een pupils of the- At-ndm“:.
G ny

and the publfe s
: scho 3
}ng on each side. Sl Sleven b
- Carmean was é
: aptain
1!Juhlh: schoo] boys, and Prof‘oi\rme
r;r t};e Academy; The- garr;e wr::
Enf:lyf ‘undep he- assoelation rulés
asted. 45 minutes; T, @
I'ton acted 48 um s
| Diveg kept the. time,
(| was one goal 1sp
boys,

The result'
the Academy
suffered much
while rinning
tious injury,—.
Jan. 31, 1885,

but It was not a ge

SALIDA RECORD, SALIDA, COLORADO

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1941

War taxes are now belng col- F'-

'ylected on all school functions, it
'\'was announced in the superinten-
dent’s office this weekR. Report
blanks must be made on each ac-
tivity showing fhe number of ad-,
missions, the amount of tax c;ol-|
lected and the tickets,and other:
‘data must be saved for & perlod of|
four years, according to the new:
law. Taxes must be sent in
'promptly to Denver, or a penalty.
is to be enacted. The rule went
into effect Oct. 1, but does not
apply to football season tickets
this year, although it will apply to
basketball season tickets, to school
plays, pay assemblies and all oth-
er admissions:



District # 8 ALFPINE

Alpine flourished as a supply point for mining activity that
began in the Chalk Creek area in the 1870@0°s. With the arrival of
the Denver and South Fark Railroad,in 1881, population increased
and a school, church, three banks and a smelter were built. AL
one time the name of the town was changed to Fisher, but alpine

is the mams the btown 1s known for. When the ratlroad moved on wp
the canyon to St Elmo, Alpine businessmen also moved their bus-—
inesses with it and few remained in Alpine.

Sohool was held from 1B uwntil 1911~1% when Helen Shonyo
taught for  three months at sixty dollars a month. Three pupils
were enrolled for that year. The teachers remarks were that the

"srhool house is in good conditioni the outhouses in fairly good
condition and the furpiture is  in  pretty good condition, what

there is  of it. Thers are few supplemsntary books for reading,
and all hald days are made up'. Thus ended MAlpine school

i story.
Y .
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District # 9 BUENA VISTA

In 1880, Buena Vista school classes were meeting in rented
rooms, but plans were being made to build a "sahool building of
ample dimensions costing some #12,000 and all modern and improwved
school furniture would be provided for the scholars".

In July, 1881, school opened in the Congregational Churoch
building and other rooms rented were in homes.

The school building planned and built was situated on
Gunnison Avenue off Main, where the %t Rose of Lima church,
stands. (now uzed by the Chamber of Commerce). This school housed
the entire school body from firet through high school. The
Jamitor rang the school bell at &:30 a.m. and again at B:595. 6t
nine o clock sharp, the tardy bell rang. The ‘facilitiss’ were
out back, there was one water faucet.

A couwrthouss had been built in Busna Vista in the 1882°s
when they became the county seat and continuwed thers until 1929,
when it was moved to a new building in Salida.

The Buena Vista Schonl was then moved to the facilities
vacated by the courthouse and classes were held in both the
couwrthouse and the jail that stood in the lot behind.

Im 1939, fAvery Elemsntary was constructed next to the old
courthouse, and in 1964 a new school was built on the south edge
of ftown,which houses the middle and senior high schools.

The middle school is known as the MoBGinnmis school. AMAdditions to
the elementary have incorporated a gym, and a lunchroom. Until
19646 the old courthouse was still wused: for expansion classes.

In the 1980"s the couwrthouss has been restored by Lthe Buena
Vista Heritage group as 2 museum.

The ‘‘good old Golden Rule days'’ with the student body and staff in front of the schoolhouse
where St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church now stands.

-40-
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DISTRICT 9

R. J. Coleman
Maggie Gillispie
Anna Marquis
Lyda G. Riley
0. O. Morrison
Mrs. E. C. Leake
Alice Block
Lutie Cave
Ellen Bever

F. W. Bell

Nora Fern
Alice Ward

A. H. Robertson
Alice Diker
Carrie St. Clair
A. C. Harris
Ida B. Ozman
J. B. Kenagy

G. A. Walker
Ida B. Ozman
G. A. Walker
Ida B. Hiles
Mary Safford
Cora Patterson
E. E. Amsden
]. M. Reeder

E. B. Dewitt
Lizzie McClelland
Corine Brown
Rose Marsh
Connije Brown
Maude Woll
Maude Woll

BUENA VISTA

A courthouse from the 1880"s until 1932, then a school for 40 years,

1884
1884
1884
1884
1884
1889
1889
1889
1889
1890
1892
1892
1892
1892
1892
1893
1897
1898
1898 -
1898
1899
1899
1899
1899
1899
1900
1900
1900
1900
1900
1902
1915
1916
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having presented satisfactory evidence of good moral character, and having, upon examination, shown such SCHOLARSHIP and

PROFESSIONAL ABILITY as entitle
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STATEMENT OF STANDING

Office of Cnunty %upphﬁpnhpnt of Schools

The following statement shows the percentages attalned by you In the subjects In which you were examlined at the last regular examination:

ARITHMETIC..... ﬁO___
READING............ fﬂ ..............
PENMANSHIP.... f d .............

PHYSIOLOGY.......ZO./..............

\
lTHOGRAPHY....Z.g.......,
HISTORY 7 0

scHooL Law..L0.Q.....
CRAMMAR M.
THEORY & PRACTICE...,?&
GEOGRAPHY...... éd_—
cviL covernment. d Y

NATURAL SCIENCES...Z&..

AVEPAGE7?7LJ_:X {L

CONDITIONS ON WHICH CERTIFICATES ARE ISSUED:
Flrst Grade..—Average 90 per cent.; no branch below 70 per cent,
Second Grade.—Average 80 per cent.; no branch below 66 per cent,

Third Grade.—Average 75 per cent.; no branch below 60 per cent.

No certificate may be lssued.-——Average below 75 per cent.

School Law, Sec. 80.—No district board shall employ any person to teach in any of the public schools of the Li&‘{a.te. unIes%Jch person shall
have a license to teach issued fromn the proper district, county or state authority, and In full force at the date of employmerit,

School Law, Sec. 16.—Not more than two certificates of the third grade shall be issued to the same person,



District # 10 BARFIELD

Built in 1879, the Garfield school house is still standing,
privately owned and used as a lodge or retreat.

Built in a frame construction on a hillside, the school had
double doors 1in front and a single one in back. There were Lwo
rooms, one for a schoolroom and one used az an office for the
fown hall and mayor of Garfield. Due Lo heavy snows in winter,
the school had a ‘turnnel * that led from the street to the {front
doors. This was actually a covered stailr o walkway. Al though

school was often held only in the summer months, this tunnel kept
out the rain, wind and snow thal could come at almost any time.
While in use as & school, the building boasted a flagpole, a

hell tower and bell, as well as the snow tunnel, none of which
remains today.

Garfield was first called Jurnction City, but was renamed in
seassinated In

Monor of President James Garfield when ke  was &
1881.

A Miss Stagys was teacher in 1885, A note in the newspsper
mentioned that school had been closed because of  illness of she

and her mother.

Town of Garfield, Colorado

“&a
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Garfield: Near the sumrmt of

| Monarch Pass, this was 0r1gmally

' called Junction City because it was

: where the toll roads over Old
Monarch and Chalk Creek passes

‘Jomed When President James A.

! Garfield was assassinated in 1881,
¢ the town nwas renamed i in has honnr
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GARFIELD..
THE SCHOOL WAS A TWO ROOM FRAKE BUILDING

ONE ROOux WAS USED AS A SCHOOL :ROOM AND THE
OTHER THE 'TOWN HALL' BECAUSE OF HEAVY
SNC¥S IN WINTER THERE WAS AN ENCLOSED STAIRWAY

FROx THE ROAD TO THE SCHOOL.



District 11 RIVERSIDE

Riverside school was organized in 1871, before Colorado
became a state, and the school districts were in Lake County
instead of in Chaffee. Situated on a ranch where the Denver and
Rio Grande Railraad planned to build a joint track, the main
industry and econamy consisted of lunbering, placer mining and
ranching. Located nine miles north of Buena Vista, the ranch is
privately owned.

The Riverside School was the scene of many programs, dances,
box suppers, and mestings.

The one room school held students wuntil 1942, with both man
and women teaching the students. In 188%, the Mountain Mail men-
tioned that Hiss Mabel Brown secuwed an engagement to teach in
the Riverside School and rode the train from Salida to reach the
school. On the way she must have become i1l and she went to
the door to get some fresh air. The door was open and she fell
cut onto the roadbed. School opening was delayed as she was
brought back to town bruised and sore and took several weeks to
FECOVER. .

Salaries were well below a hundred dollars & month until
1921, In 1937 they were raised to #6795 for & nine month yesat .

Remarks that the school mneeded repairs and cleaning badly
were included in the teachers repo-t of 1912

The Riverside school is no longer in existence. The
Failroad town did mot materialize and ranching and mining people
did not live in Ltown. Consolidation would come in a faw years
but Riverside closed its doors at the end of the 194148 yvear.

" 100 years ago, Salida Mail, Febroary
! 26, 1886: )
i BuenaVista News:
l _ Miss. Mable Brown "has lately
qualified herself for school teaching
’ and secured an engagement to teach
! at Riverside. On Monday morning
. she took the train up to that place,
. which made the young lady sick and
- nervous. She went to the door of the
' last car but must have fainted as
- soon as it was open and fell out. She
was brought back on the down train,
i very severely hurt about the body,
head and shoulders. She will be laid
up for several weeks, )
- .75 years ago, The Salida Mail,
. February 24, 1911: . .

<P



RIVERSIDE

by June Shaputis

Around 1875, George Leonhardy had purchased a ranch from
Frank Mayol where the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad branch
was to build a “joint track” switch and name it Riverside. A little
later, the railroad built a “good” depot, section house, a bunkhouse
and a wooden water tank there,

Since the main economy consisted of lumbering, placer mining,
and ranching, by 1881, Riverside had several homes. In 1891, a
sawmill that was owned and operated by C. A. Baker was supplying
lumber of all sizes to the Lannon Bros. of Buena Vista for building
purposes. M. L. Mason and T. E. Gruver had several men and teams
at work putting in props for the C. C. & . Company.

Riverside is located about 9 miles north of Buena Vista on
Highway 24. The Acree family now resides on the original
Mayol-Leonhardy ranch. Today most of the residents commute to
mines near Leadville or drive to nearby Buena Vista for their
employment. In the past few years, newer Chaffee County residents
have referred to this area as Shifter’s Flats, but the older residents
still call it by it’s old name.

The school house (District 16) has been gone for several years.
Many programs, dances, box suppers and meetings had been held
in the little one room school as well as the tutoring of the students.
Several new homes have been built in recent years.

The following is a list of 1891 farmers and ranchers.

Riverside flume, 1982. Dennis Bailey photo.
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DISTRICT 11

Mrs. R, E. Shirley
Q. O. Morrison
Hester Larkin

Erca Perkins
Jacob Kagey

Ida Cox

Kate Clark
Cozette Herron
Florence Stout Cox
Genelle Haus
Mary Marolt

Ruth Peterson
Florence Theodoran
Bertha Strayer
Esther Vaughn
Norma Anderson
Mamie Post
Winona Tompkins
Daisey Rahe
Daisey Tate

Ruth Hammond
Jennie Wilborn
Lucille Calley

Vo, Tl

6

RIVERSIDE

1889
1890
1892
1902
1903
1907
1908
1909
1912
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1930
1931
1934
1936
1937
1938
1939
1941
1941



District # 12 87T ELMO

St Elmo, high up on Challk Creek was incorporated as Forest
City in  December of 18360, Since anobher town had also chosaen
that name, the Postal Service asked that the name be changed.
Why it was changed to 5t Elmo, no one seens o know.

St Elmo was the largest and most colorful town in the Chalk
Creek district, being the  hab where foll roads want weast to Tin
Cup Fass, north to Aspsn and  sowth to Maysville; and was whers
the railrosd began  its  climb  toward  Romley, Harncock armd the
Apline Tunnel . Feing & supply center {for miners and lumbermen,
the population reachad upwards of Z2@a0.

St Elmo schonl was built in the ealy 1888 s and is still in
and ig in veary good condition.

Lhe location where it was builb
A ovisit to 5t Elmo
is very interesting and
Al

i you park your Car on e (R R 2 VN B SN R RS e i
T

. b Ay
Fh?:m%lﬁ_EFF?%F me cggw._ SN A A ,ﬁ' '%ﬁﬁwﬁf'%:
easily walk the two blocks EEEENGREEAS ENE Y WG ﬁ«f- L
to the old school amd anjoy i@ Wi s el B 'ﬁ?%
the scenery at bthe same il 1)
Lime as you walk past homes §
where school childersen pro-
bakly liwved, wallk across a
wooden bridge over & small
creek and see the wild
flowers, the tall forast
and smell the good out of
[ XwTwliah=2" )

The white frame school

A ol I
building is hemmed in with ik g DM T e

a neat fence. Wooden This building, on the north side of Chalk Creek, was the s

steps lead up to the front  ywag an important social center, and served as a church on occasio:
door and the bell towar 1e  Perhaps it is the same building that Simmons and Helmer put up in tl
tall on the roof. A peek early ’80’s. They were hoping to open a drug store, but the main busine
thoough the window Wwill district took shape on the south side of the creek, so they leased it to tl

town and it became. a schoolhouse. Photo by Scott Flo

show youl the coal stove
weed to heat the school

on cold winter days.  The ,
meests the forest at the fenceline. The

playoround i=  small and
play ground is small there is no play equipment on the QF el s
of the lot, doors

howsver , the outhouses are sbill on the back
oper,inviting bolh sun and snow inside.
Standing on the north side of Chalk Creek, the schonl was
ot only . the hub of sducation bot of the sorial life of the towns
residentes. Folitical life was =

represented  too, as when one
staunch resident appealed to the populace to sesek legislature to
make it obligatory for teachers to teach the scientific effects
of alchalic stimulants and narcotics  to  the students in the
school, this being a method of promoting temperance in a rough
mining town with as many saloons as anything el s,

Dances, student programs and exhibitions were wvery popul ar
features of resident activity. Christmas and other holidays and
the closing session for the year were times of recitations,



8

debates, skits and musical numbers enjoyed by the whole towns
population, and probably some from the outlying mines and mining
shacks. Recreation was scarce and Newspapers faw and people usead
the school activities to fulfill the needs of social gatherings.

The schoolhouse also served as & chuwch  on the occasions
when visiting ministers held services or protracted meetings were
scheduled and were well attended.

Mimirng Families were often tenporary residents and one
tearhar in the 1912-13 school year remarked that " so many pupils
entered school and attended only a few weeks and moved away, that
it makes the average attendance very small.

5t Elmo  school was open from the 1880°s until 1912-13 when
it closed until f(according to available records) it opened again
in 1941-2 for two students.

Today, St Elmo is & historical site with living residents
and many memories of years gone by.

St Slime Scheol
199¢
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Mrs. Mary Jennings 1887
Cora White 1892
Louise Van Arsdal 1893
ouise Van Arsdale g

?7/"9/2 ‘3/&{4/:451, »8,.9/:1'2;4 2
Mary Schull 1900

I Kathleen Clark 1902




District # 13 MEATHROF

Nathrop was a stage station for the line hetween Salida and
Leadville. The site was first called Chalk Creek, bub was
3. After the arrival

Fenamerd when its founder was killed in 18€

of the Denver and South Fark Railroad, it was the terminus for

the trains to 8t Elmo and the Alpine Tunnel. Nathrop was a

) b own when it was platted and incorporated in Lhe sarly
S1t with a de several stores, saloons and a large hotel.

A weekly newspaper servad the population nf several hundred

people.  The town had the first mri%t mill i the upper Arkansas

valley, built in 1668, and was reported to be the first mill west

of the Missis impi R v .

The Nathrop schoolhouse was built in 1881. Fichard weeks of

tne architect and build@rn Thie original specifi-

ion of the Gas Creek Club) contracted Mre

paio 2,175 Loz

neurmish all material , erect, construct and

furnist a school building on & certain plot

of ground laid out in the city of Mathrop g

Pusrna Vis

caltions

DimeEnsions of bthe building ared lunq’h S0 fest,

breadth w5 fget, height 13 feet (a 1 fuuf

a6 foundation of stone with piers,and
flomor and a teachers platform to be
7oLsE",

Twe water closets were ordered with ventilation,
sach having a pit 1@ deep, 47 wide amc &S long,
walled in with masonry. The hou are to be
Shiﬁglﬁd ﬂﬁﬂ am BX10" glass window to give light.

gy 1

I openings varying from - LER I g

o

The
i N thm lreamvzh '

padnted white with green trim. The
alorngni
inta

ML G onms

7 a : 'Jll ioh
Mallway on which fwo clobl
I BT Orie room s now & kitohen and

the obthser is a ~pge area, bulb in s
the specifticatior five dozen rlnanng
ookes were o fe in each room.
Another set of doul (W at the
end of the hall lead into the school
room where the teachers platform
stands in the southwest corner.

e




esesoThe Nathrop schoolhouse was built ia 1881, Richard Weeks of Buena Vista
was the architect and builder, The original specifications (in the possession of
the club) contracted Mr, Weeka to be paid $2,175.00 to:

"Furnish all material, erect, construct and furnish a school
building on a certain plat of ground laid out in the City
of Nathrop',

"Dimensions of the building are: 1length 50 feet, breadth
25 feet, height 13 feet (a 12 foot ceiling), A founda-
tion of stone with piers, a chicago floor and a teacher's
platform - 5 x 12' x 7/¢',

"Two water closets, were ordered, with ventilation, each
having a pit 10' deep, 4' wide and 6' long, walled in with
masonry. The houses to be shingled with 8 x 10" glasa
panes for lighting. Three covered openings varying from
7-9" were fitted on the bench",

The aschoolhouse is frame, painted white with green trim, The remains of
a cistern are alongside the front steps which lead into a hallway on which two
clothing rooms opened, One is now a kitchen and the other atorage area, but the
specifications required five dozen open clothing hocks be placed in each roon,
Another set of double doors lead into the schoolroom where the teacher's plat-
form is set in. the southwest corner, A piano now stands there,

The bell tower that housed the bell donated by John D, Coon in 1881 ia
empty but the bell hangs in the yard of a great-grand nephew across the highway,
The bell was cast in St, Louis by the Rumsey Mfg. Company in 1881.and is said. .
to have been melted down three times to give it its clear ringing tone, Trans-
ported by wagon train into the valley, the bell hung in the school tower until
it was removed when threatened by vandalism after the achool was closed,

No playground equipment remains and but ons of the '"water closeta" remains
but it is kept in repair by the club for use when needed,

The contract called for completion of the school building by January 25, '
1882 ... "accident from fire exempted", and was to be ready for "occupation”
at that time,

Classes were held in the
school until 1946, It was
closed for ten years and the
Gas Creek Extension Homemaker
Club purchased the building
from the School District 20
in August 22, 1956, for the
sum of $25.00, The Quit
Claim Deed gives the club
ownership until 2056, with
the understanding that the
building be used only as a
public meeting place, The build-
ing has been used as a voter
precinct headquarters, for com-
munity activities and club and
council meetings.

:m_ ‘ 152%5%5 -:ul ; ff .
AR,

¥y Nathrep Secheo N3 1hrep, Cole/d do

The bgilding is now owned by the Gas Creek Homemaker Club, a local
Organl;atl..on1 dedicated to preserving the beautiful old landmark and
to assisting with community projects.



The bell tower that housed the bell donated by John Do Coon
=

in 1€81 is empty but the bell hangs

in the yvard of a great- grand nephew H
acruss the highway. The bell was cast 3
in 5t Louwis by the Rumsey Mg Campany

in 1881 and is =zaid to have been melted

down thiree times to give it its clear

ringing tone. Transported to the area

by wagorn train, the bell hung in the

bell tower until it was removed when
threatensed by vandalism after the schanl

was closed.

No playground eguipment remains but
ane of the ‘water closebs’ remain and i
kept in repair by the club for use when
meaded,

"The bell from the Nathrop School.

The cortract with Mr Weeks called for the completion of the
school and outbuildings by January 25, 1882.. accident from fire
exenpted,  and was to be ‘ready {for occocupation’ at that time.

serhool wntil 1946, It was closed
Creek Extension Homsmakar Clab
Sohool District 20 which had consoli-
22, 1?T&.  Tha Quit
2054 providing that the

Gl ass wiare haeld in the
For tan vears before the Gas
purchased the building from
dated with 13 some time before, on August
Ciraim Deed gives the olub ownership until
buidding be wused only as a meeking place for the ommrni by .
The building has since been used as a headguarters for club and
tivitims, and as a vobting place and obther community

oL L
b v T
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The old Nathrop School House

820



School
repairs -
needed

NATHROP—The 1880's
schoolhouse here needs a new
roof, and in an effort 1o
preserve the area's frontier’
heritage, an old-fashioned roof-
raising is scheduled this ..
Sunday. ZRCRREY _

Roofing materials have been © . . {
donated or paid for bY :
donations. ~ - * o - _

The problem, according to &
Joyce Welker, was that “the .
lowest bid a contractor would ¢ il
give for the labor was $5,000. g ; . i
That's why we're asking | : X :
everyonewbrlﬂgahammerm
| the Nathrop schoolhouse at 8
, am. Lunch will be served on
l the grounds,” she ‘said,
t

e —

SRS L S

w roof by community!
volunteers on Sunday. (Mall photo)

For further information, NEED b : RE;AlR—Th historic .~ will be given a ne
.-ggfnct Mrs Wellker at 3% Nathrop schoolhouse, built in the 1880's,

R PSS
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" Y, f“‘* it \
'The o1d Nathrop schoolhouse,:built in 1881,: 5
S iSCEtt -k oot EhaDia. 1n Bert. Lo Aha..
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District # 14 ORTON-FINION GROVE

This school, built in the 1B70's has two names; "Orton" and
"Fimnion Grove". Orton in honor of a local pioneer rancher and
Finion Grove because of the many pinior trees in the area.

The school, a brick structuwe set in the midst of a pinion
grove, served the ranching community for about 80 years. It is
rnow the property of a private owner who uses it as storage space.
Vandals stripped the school of its bell, desks and other school
suppliss when consolidation closed the doors to the students in
194B. &t that time there were 17 studente in eight grades. Sara
Fost taught the school that yvear for 900 dollars a year.
anteroom or cloakroom for

entranmce to the school had an
a dipper

lunches and aovershogs. A water bucket with
at the bhack of the room.

The
coats, hats,
was on a bench

This was a school of hot lunches for the mothers got
up & plan whereby they took turns to provide a pot

whatever they had, to send along with the
hiot maeal at noon on cold day would taste
and the teacher. Each child had

togethar made
of stew, beans oar
children in the buggy: a
@opecially good to the students

i
3*

or her own bowl and spoon.

‘—“""—‘————_.______——-\—__._'
:ggs :yearg ago, Salida Mail, May 7,
. Memorial Day: Hd. Qtrs, T
~ Post No. 11 G.AR, Orton's sg;?)eulf

. House, May 1, 1886, In accordance

with rules and regulations M
. ! ay 31
, will be observed as Memorial Da';. It
* will be k.ept sacred to the memory of
i aur h;r_olc dead. Hallowed be the day
; tl::;e -nnga such solemn thoughts as
The post will in a body
proceed t
. Poncha cemetery and hold service:
as prpscribed by rules and
;egulahons. Returning to the school
ouse where public service will be
held at_ 1 p.m. The committees on
- memorial service have secured W.p.

| Harbottle and W.p. Altman as .

orators of the day. A cordi -
. Vitatien is extended to a]] ciﬁzil:: anmd
_the different civic societies to be
- present and participate in the ser-
‘ Vices, — By order of the Com.

-
il
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DISTRICT 14 PINON GROVE (ORTON)
A. Ritchie

Mary Williams

Ursula Smith

Mary Gerger

Julia Hundly

W. E. Sharp

Mrs. Cronk

Monda Tomlyn

1889
1890
1892
1893
1900
1902
1914
1914
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Distirict #1&6  FINE CREER

The original school building was built in 1B8@, a one room
frame with & small ante room where coats and lunches were kept
but where as one reporter noted. they ( the lunches) were not
safte from the chipmunks, as students would find at lunchtime that
their lunch had been nibblead at.

The land on which the school was built belongs to the UxG:
Forest Service and permission was given to build a school on the
condition that it be wsed only for school purposes.  The schaool
511 imoin ranching country and the schoolhouse was ussd for
comnmunity mae tions and dances.

Lings, el

The original school burned, as many did, and a new one was
built in the 1930°'s of red brick with white trim. There is a
narerow porch with gable root. i gable roof covers the schoolroom
also and rises above largs 2@ paned windows on the side of the

F oM The carpenter was Rudolph Baundecker, an area resident.

The school was wsed for a faw years as a head start school
for the northern end of the county, but now it is also silent and
shil)l through the passing of yvears walting for teacher and pupils
that have never arrived since the doors closed in 1943,

N R
T




District # 135 VICHSBURG—- WINFIELD

This school district on Clear Creek in northern Chaffee
County is listed as either Vicksburg or Winfield but included a
school in Rockdale and possibly in Beaver City also.

Vickshburg school was built in 1881

in a mining camp along the Clear Creek,
where County Road 3280 runs westward from
Highway Z4. Founded by Vic Keller, the
town was fireh called Vic’'s Burg, the
post office designation was Vicksburg.

A two storied schoolhouse was huilt and
usaed for the few years the town survived

et TR 2 The Rockdale school was build in
e Mt ey ¢ 1881 a few miles east of Vicks-

@gﬁbfjv 9 burg.

s SR

Vicksburg Museum, 1980. Bailey photo.

The Winfield School was also built
imn 1881 Hfurther up the creek toward
the mountain. The school still stands,
a weathered brown frame with lap siding
and false front, looking more like a
store building than a schoolhouse.

*
DISTRICT 15 WINFIELD |
A. Hanson 1889
Nora Hanson 1890;
Edith Van Arsdale 1892:
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DISTRICT 16 PINE CREEK

Mrs. W. F. Jamison 1889
Mary Williams 1890
Mary Harper . 1902
Jacob Kagey 1903
Nellie Walsh 1903
Cora Kilgore (Bower) 1905
Minnie Turner 1906
Lena McFadden = 1907
Ethel Lucas 1908
Mrs. Frank Keethly 1914
Florence Theodoran 1917
Abby Bunch 1919
Vangel Wilmot 1930
Columbia Cornella 1932
Winifred Cretney 1934
Daisey Rahe 1935
Angia Cornella 1937
Claresse Glesson 1939
Daisey Tait 1940
Urrin Micchell 1941
Ethel Walsh 1942
Donna Morgan 1944
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District # 17 HANCOCK

District 17 consisted of Hancock and Romely, two and +iwve
miles from St Elmo on the road to the Mary Murphy Ming.

Harncock, situated five miles from St Elmo in & be
forested spot, built & school in the 1870"s. Residents we
involved in mining or in working on the Alpine Tunnel. In 1881
the town had Five stores, a hotel, saveral  saloons, a TEw
restaurants and two saw mills, and the school . HMarmcock also hiad a
railroad depot, a section house, water tank and coal platform.
Srhool was held in Hancock until the town closed down due to
deteriorating mining and the campleation of the tunnel . The last
train passed through in 1910 and  the tunnel was clossd. The
schonl also was closed due to a lack students since most of
the residents moved away. Mothing of the town is left engimept
for one  foundation and
area, thought to be part
awceph that  the beaaty of the mountaln scenery i scarrad b
and there with foundations, cabin fragments and rotting timbers,
ane  of  which wasz  surely the Hancock schoolbouse. Mo othe
concerning this school.

watiFiully

3

ot

Fotting cabin still standing in tha open
of  the town. Nothing else is left

Ay

m

indormation seems to be availlable

Feterred to as  the ‘red town’ because all
its buildings were painted bright ezl Romley was called
CoMurphy s Switch for e short time because of the Mary  Marphy Pins
that was the lifeline of the town. A five thousancd foobt LramwWway

brought ore from the mine to the railroad at Romley.
The school was built during the sarly mining activity
1880 s, and continued wantil 19324 whier the rallroad
Cy A few  years ago  the last

Romley was often

of the

o] osead

Fails  wers  remnoved.
the town disappearsd as bthe town was bulldozed by hthe
serbiool , Dnly

and th
vestige of

owhers. Nothing remains of Romley, either town o
the records that show it was part of District 17 in 1910,
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DISTRICT 17 ROMLEY
Blanche Cochrane 1889
Blanche Smith 1892




MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1956

Mute Reminder Of Sleeping Mine

Crumbling Cahins Left In Romley \
|

. Most of us think of a ghost town
as one which existed in the dim
distant past, inhabited by persons
long since dead. One exception to
that conception is Romley, located
high up Chalk Creek Gulch., Many
Salida and Chaffee county resi-
dents lived in Romley when it was
the company town for the fabulous
Mary Murphy mine, forty years
ago, -

Romley has a special appeal to
the tourist because of the vast
amounts_of cable and other equip-
ment which was left to rust. Many
buildings still stand, altho some
are in bad condition. But there was
a reason—when the Mary Murphy
closed down more than 30 years

. ago, everyone left Romley with the
intention of coming back in a short
time.

The pitiful part is that souvenir
hunters have hauled away so much
of the physical effects of the old
town. Twenty years ago, the pool
room was ready for anyone who
wanted to play a game; a big sack
of beans, wheelbarrow and .other
goods which came in on the last
train and ‘mever-were claimed, still
were in the depot; there were pi-
anos in some of thé 'hout;es. “The
mimng company. :didi't - leave a
watchman .and’ just about every-
thing that cou]d be moved has
been carted- away. But ‘for . some
reason, in spite of great demarnd
for scrap .metal in World War II,
those huge coils of wire cable stxll
remain. -~ .

Romley actually had two stages
of existence. The first was “in the
1880s. Then the ore was shipped
to the smelters at Salida and Lead-
ville,. , . '

_The town was remtalxzed about
1907 and a mill was erected. The
mill burned to the ground 15 or 20

- years ago ‘but remaing still can be
seen just to the south of the ‘rail-
road trestle, i

R. F. “Dick" chklnson was. post

master of Romley during the sec-
7 _ond phase of its existence. He re-

r"w oalIs that 75. men were employed.

at the mill, another 125 at the|
mine, and in addition there ‘were '
office crews, teamsters and cooks.
Also 20 to 30 men were employed
at the Florabelle and Annabelle,
further up the Gulch. George E.
Colling was superintendent of the
Mary Murphy during its waning
years, '

The Colorado and Southern Rail-
road—originally the Denver, South
Park and Pac! flc-—ran a mixed
train three times aw 'eek during the
last years that Romley was in ex-
istence. Originally, the trains went
through the Alpine tunnel, but this
dream proved to be a nightmare
which was given up 15 years be-
fore the railroad finally went out

of service.

~~The town of Romley had a post

office, doctors office, commissary
and boarding house. Most families
lived in St. Elmo, but a number of
men lived in Romley in tent hous--
es—and there were enough young-
sters for a school at Romley.

There were no saloons during the
last years—ifor one reason, the na-
tlon was under prohﬂntxon Dances

were: held frequently in the re-
»creatwn— room. There also were no

churches,

“+(Dick” Dickinson recalls that the
post office also performed bank-
tng services, The company paid in
checks and every pay day, the post
office’managed to have $5,000 cash
on: hand. Men who sent money to
banks®did so with money orders.’
Sometimes this Involved extra
work for the post office crew be-
cause one just sends 3100 a time
with'a money order.

The altitude at Romley was too
high for @ garden, but wild straw-
berries and raspberriés grow in
abundance. Even though the men
and women living there were right
on .top of no where, they had a
wonderful time together, living
amldst the scenery that just can't
be surpas*sed anywhere. And many
v;*ho,lived there say they’d be most_

happy to:go back.




District # 18 TURF
District 18 had
a school being built
mining camps in  the
districh was snlarged
the divigion of the
Fretained the distinoction of Di
renumbered as District 3500,
Mte Trail heads sast up
Dounty lips, following the

in Turret,
Ute
ard
district.

arc

path

Tuwrret arnd
Marnoa were 1N
Whi tehorn, Cameraon
getting up whare ore was

1 atted Caimp
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tent houws time to
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r‘ “This log school house builf in the 1890's
’ during the excitement of the boom days

in Turret is still standing in a sad state of .

repair. When the population of Turret
and Minneapolis increased a few years
later, a larger building was erected half
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o e

way between the two camps |
commodate more students. The t
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Tuwrret teaschers did not H]WdY“ have an easy time of teaching
as Lhe Whitehorn New Dec 185, oabtests:

"teacher Elmer DeWitt was trwqi(d rather roughly by  his big
pupilst. The correspondant  noted  bthat "soch thin Mappean in
country schonles and are neot considered important. Ziroch  tea 13
considered good in sus |1 6 (presumably Ffor brolses)
M Delitt ledft th s bhis and e
where he Eﬁd hia sl in the 1784 Fhhgua

In 1983 vutilnr reEported Th<i the school was
in good comdit wh  they had no library, and rno
flag, but they mld a canvas bhlackboard and two wall maps.

Beassie Johnsan gizhool A Ture L2987 and was
considered to be =l sacber, bt E o e married,

Lhe s Gilrmoe marei woomean did ot

Mool board bhad & hard time finding a
Vﬁlufudﬁt o hire & younger
& Her but put in
FIEs G e vl|w}f are old o ancd wgly”.
i Twrrst o Lved in the schoolroom, kept hoo
i bhe  shorage mo 5, Cleansd, maintained, carriac
ucnr;q.J prapared lessons and
1L During the later years,
they by warrant, cashable in mﬁlif"s and arranged th
:"huml to havie a 1mng waskaend Lo travel, huy supplies
return shamig and continue their sontract dayvs  to complete
Lhe

arc e

ta finid
mar i agabl e woman

B

and suppl :
i owood  oand water,  kept t
taugh+ prart of the

it

Sohool was  held in town buildings  aso owelld ; L bz
Fousas when mors Corsssnd entd Th 1 o Moolboard ownsd a
Bud 1ol b i 1 Lle s e dollars a month
et of Fad b dimeg.

ClovE

in Twret and she taught
4 For s six monhth erm.
et o beooms
g e ing on The
improvissd  tools of

b teacher

Sl i zabeth Fuhn owas ths la

i bhe (01d sham  Dabin during )

Frmm T R . at 1 t two  studl

aF s L ard Washinghon Buores
. mo wWho o ool d :

wiml L ol

The Old Berneral Storsg
sed as & school in 1917
arnd 18, Teachsr paid
the rant oul of her
salary to kesp the school
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Turrets second school, 1984

Turret School 1902

The 0ld Bassham Cabin where

school was held during the

last school session in Turret.
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Turret Teachers —
Most Were Young, Some Were Pretty
No. of No. of

School Year  Teacher(s) Salary Students Months
1897 98 Mr Gardner - 2530 ~
1898 99 Ruth Cruicher &5 37 7
1899 1900 Julia S Hunley 35 57 6
190001 Ida Kenton = — bl
190102 Ella Hewitt $50 - 8
190203 Ella Hewirt $60 - 6
190304 Elmer DeWint 60 5055 7

D E. Stephenson 30 - 8
190405 D E Stephenson $60 33 8

Margaret Siephenson ~ $50 21 8

Anna Gortier 5 4 3
190506 D E. Stephenson Shramed t0 £75

Margaret Stephenson $30 39 8
190607 Bessie Johnson $75 28 5

Guy N Coonrod $75 28 2
190708 W J Haich 875 25 8

J Mabel Gloyd 60 25 2
1908-09 Billi Anderson $65 14 8
1909 10 Germrude L. Dargavel <65 13 9
191011 Florence Rorabaugh $65 3 3
191114 No School
191516 Frances Edna Wilcox 855 2 1
1916-17 Minnie Tumer $65 9 8
1917-18 Eva Corlett (Shewalter) %65 3 9
1918-29 No Turret students — Nelson School onk: 1928 29 & 1929 30
193033 No School in District 18 -
193334 Ehsabeth Kuhn $75 5 . 6
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Digtrict # 19 HEYWOOD-HORTENSE

-

Formerly called Chalk Creek Hot Springs,Heywood was 1 /%
miles west of Mt Frinceton Mot Springs.
Feports conflict as to whether it was Heywood (Hayward) or
Hortense first, but the school was called Hortense school. Tt
was a framebuilding of smooth sided logs with a pitched root an
Lall windows.

The school was built in 1879 and continuwed until 1%4@. Thyes
rnext three years, school was held in Round Up Lodge for the two
school age children, Jack and Norma Acree.

In 1247, a meeting to discuss annulment of the district

ended in defeat.
The school was remodeled and is now a private residence an

the old Fresbyterian Ranch up Challk Creek.

iyl
FEAI
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Heywood Schoolhouse 1980, now remodeled into a privat

Ranch up Chalk Creek. BRailey photo.

e home on old Presbyteri
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DISTRICT 19 HORTENSE SPRINGS

Ada Gorham 1889
Kate DeLaVergne 1890
Mary Safford 1892
Mary Smith 1893
Kathleen Clark 1900
Estella Brooks 1902
Gerda Johnson 1903
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DISTRICT 20 GAS CREEK
J. M. Weed 1889
Mrs. O. O. Morrison 1889
Mary Halpin 1892
E. C. Scanlin 1893
Ella Campbell 1900
Anna Richardson 1902
Sarah Post 1936(?)
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District #2320 GAS CREER

! The little red

briclk schoolhouse on Gas Creelk was built in

1992 an land donated by the Fehling family on condition that if

it was rnot used for

revert back to the §
sold and is now foar
wmtil 1942,

Gas Creek School house 1980, south of Nathrop. Bailey photo.

a school in a two year period, it would

~amily. Howsver, the school property has bean

sale again. School was held in the building
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District # 21 HMOMARCH

Named for the mountain pass,

the town of Monarch at one

lodged over one thousand residents.

The first school was built

soon atter bthe Tows was settled

=l

in 1880 and served the community for nearly 40 years. Built

green logs that warped as they dried,it was a large building that
stood upon the side of a hill and offered living guart : ‘

teacher.

The second school w
also had teachsr gquartsrs. It

with water piped in for dFlr|ng.
L vear

close to the Soutbth Arkans

as a fr

ame building with one room and
a5 ane of the few country schiools
The school sat in & guloh,

The building was bought

the CFI Cuarry and moved wup on the hill above, whaere it i3z

maeting houss. This school was

until about 174@.

built in 1930 and held scho

THE ORIGINAL SCHGOL HOUSE IN MON-:
ARCH ccnstructed scea after the camp was
settled in 18%0. It served the school children of
the camp for nearly 40 years. Scon after world
war 1 it was demclished to make way for a
new building which ne lenger exists, The logs

used to build the first structure were green
and fct uniferm size. When dry they be-
came crocked as noted in the picture, The
thrce persens standing in the docrway are un-
krown.

to the

B
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Monarch school # 2

Genelle Haus had successfully taught at the
Monarch school for more than twenty years when
the State Board of Education informed her that
she would have: to return to college and take a
course in student teaching in order to have her
teaching certificate reissued, Genelle refused
and resigned, She felt that if she had not proved
that she could teach in twenty some years, student
teaching was not going to help. V

Genelle Haus Lyttle
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DISTRICT 21 MONARCH
Mary Burnett 1889
V. C. McGregor 1892 -
Mrs. V. C. McGregor 1892
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District # 22 CLEORA

Clemora, two miles east of Salida was platted, settled and
chool before 1879, When Districh 7 was organized, 1t was
fa,  on June @6, 1879, and Miss Jennie Smith was named bhe
salary of F¥40.90 a2 mpnth for three oonths. e

had a s
at Claeo
teachaer, with a
wer and Rio Grande Railroad decided to build its roundhoo-

s and machine shops in Salida  instead of Cleora,
towt movedy; buildings, goods and people, including bthe

sehool .
During the
ool which  w

ate 18805 and sarly 18580 s Olsora again had a
5 Dishrict 22, Sehool owas held bthere for several

urntil the following notice in the newspaper appeared to
ieve bids on rFemoving the school. Whether the school was torn
down and disappeared, o whether it was moved to the =ite of the
rEw ol east of  bown is nob known. There was no school in
Cleora wuntil it doined Wellsville six years later to form

ol m]

Disteich 28 in 18398

Lt
s

shord ot EE oweres
Camplaell

Fr eman
“lel land

NOTICE
‘ Cleora, Colo., Dec. 13, /92
| Adjourned ,meeting of the
School Board of District- No. 22
will be held Friday night, Decem-
ber 16 at 7 o'clock, to receive and
open bids for removing school
house and dlscuss advisability of
moving the same at the present
time, etec., ete.

J. W. White, Secy.

Per W. M. W.

)




District # 23 DOLOMITE-MEWITT

ranching area part way up Trout Cr &
' i noh hhe
L.ocat i

Dolomite, a  mining
had a log schoolhouse built about 1854,
Cresk District Lake County organi
is knonwn Chulalz Park, hae Dolomi
=n the town nams was changed to Hi
: L o NMewith (I-d~|1)n A brick
there and according +o Loulise Steel, who saicd  that her
attended wml bhere with o Juodge Ne w¢l+ childiren, and
Fres Gold, at the {wmt ji Trout Cresk Fas=z.

show that from 1898 school e

choolhous:s

Sehiool records
until 1912, but held in various places o0 the [
also at  HMobees Ranche FEath was  a toln at The oop

wnction of Leonhardy cutoff of the original

punty, now Counby Road 3L . Gulch
MoW FLNS.

onable to  think that the

ann that e manche

vz children in the obhae

Schnnl  months may  ha

rg bhe yeais.
Wass O
i 1

Guloch, and
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Disteict # 24  S6KD FARES S

BSand Fark School was built in 188% near a settlement area
called Hellesview. The school was red birick, sguare with two doors
opening into the classroom. A wrought ironrailing sat atop the
roof.  Two chimneys, one on either end, and three windows on a
gide with rounded tops and six panes each decorated the outside.

This school sat where highway 291 passes through Sand Fark
arnd was demonished in 1984 when the highway was built. A

B mew school was built across the raillroad tracks, a two
Foom schoolhouse with a partial basement, & cloackroom, a hip
oot and cement steps.  Built by the CFA in 1223, the school
sarved the community for another twenty years with education,
conmanity achivities and dances.

The 19446-7 school year was the last year school was heldin
the Band Fark School. The schoonl still stands stuwrdy and strong,
owned by the Veterans of Foreian Wars. The flagpole, the post
for the merry go round with ground rubtted by childrens feet still
stand in front of the school The merry go round itself lies
discearded in the back yard.

VA cttnlotien. P lal |
F-3-70

A Pictorial Review s
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ITHE ORIGINAL SAND PARK SCHOOL BUILDING as it  Burgess Snell, the teacher; George Everett and Otis Wing, the

ccked in 1807. It was demalished in 1924 when the new high- oaly pupils that year. Mrs. P. C. Everett is shown in the

i way passed (hrough the site. The new building replacine it is vehicle driving Tony and Dick.

acress the tra~ks oppocite the former structure and js now '
the VEW hall. Left to riohis Fdna Rirsace Raslan Alalia & Cornrclnce tha Taaratt familian




Y Sand Park School,..late 1920's, BessieShewalter is the teacher,

‘Sand Park School
1986
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District # 25 CLEAR CREER AND WINFIELD

District @25 cams into being in 12879 when mindog
dwindled along Clear Oreek  and  school  cersus deoppe
levals. Aooowmmall  lag  school  bullding was bullt near Lthe rese
ervoir for all the children in  that end of the canvon., Michks--
bidegg @i Rockdale Joined 1 to  attend this school.
Winfield, further up the canyon still  held school  until about
1727, It s difficult to sort out somg of bthe dates that go with
gach sohool. Winfield school is still standing. . ..ses Dist 195,
and is being used as a school muselm.

Sohool was also held at Geibfrieds ranch in 190910,
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DISTRICT 25 CLEAR CREEK
Mary Burnett

D. Shirley

Edich VanArsdale

Hectie Rogers

D. Williams

Maude Morrison

Anna Behrman

Maude Woll

1889

1892
1893
1900
1902
1902
1910
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NEDIGTRICT #26  MT FRINCETON

Built in 1889, the one school in the Mt FPrinceton district
was Maxwell Fark School, built on County Road 321, to the south
and west of Buena Vista. Local resident Louwise Winters Steel
remembers going to Maswall Fark Schonl seventy and more vears
ago.  She and her brother and sister rode donkeys to school when
they didn 't walk. There was a small shed out bhack where the
donkeys were kept during the day.

The school is a small one room building of stons blocks. A
wood stove warmed the room during the school houwrs, a lean to on
the back of the building held coal and wood. A bell tower stood
on the rood at the front door which faced the road to the east.
Shone steps still lead Lo the door, which is nailed shut, and all
wirdows are boarded up.
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Maxwell Creek Schoolhouse. Louise Steele phorto.
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DISTRICT 26 MT. PRINCETON

Blanche Smith 1889
Pearl Lewis 1892
Myrtle Mereer 1900
Carolyn Lutz 1902
Celia Tyler 1903
Edith Calhoun ' 1905
Nona Mahon 1906
Minnie Johnson 1906
Ida Luke 1907
Jacob Kagey 1908
Ermal Bunbury 1912
Margaret Ahern 1913
Maude Woll 1914
Charlotte Avery 1915
Elizabeth Esser 1916
Elizabeth Esser 1917
Marie Kennison X 1919
Mary Taylor . 1919
Mrs. E. E. Johnson " i 1920
Abby Pacton . 1922
Ruthella Dodge ;" 1927
Eunice Sage 1928
Hattie McCloud 1929
Marie Christians 1930
Dorochy Allen 1931
Esther Vaughn 1933

Maxwell Park School
1986 |
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District # 27 BERRIAN-WILD HORSE

The Wild

at milepost 105.2, altitude #®081.
OME 1o

. Tneide & stove gave heat
in the ar bo o o

et
to o wlhe

b e e

71

The Bervrian

12446, A frame boad Tedimg
pr o Mighway about O : h
Fanchiing commirity where the aschool

Bhown as the Sky Valley Ranch.

Attached to the school was a lean
oo dn the cemter of the

ats. & sltove

the cold winte

'+ m

At mome  time curing  the 19600°s,
2l it o Busrma Vista

ancl  mioy
coFn down in 18
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Wild Horse School moved by Ben Behrman west and north of Buena Vista and remodeled
into a farm home. 1982 Bailey phoro.

2 osohool  was built
where the Colorado Midland Railroad planned to build

the outsides
el the school

it owas moved,

built in

. Lhe

e 18380°s in an are

was closead around 1912

<4

a rail vyvard
This frame building howsed
hool that held school until
The outside of the wsohool Was  Coveresd

=)

wilth  simulated brick
winter time. Woord was

the school.
building. There are confli-
Lut smvidently it is sbill

Al Felod school until

school stoond 2 miles westh
Busna Vista, serving the

o the  Mavol Ranoh mnow

tsed for both wood arnd

roam For o warmth o doring

Fred Hsokendord bought the

it stayed unbil it was

DISTRICT 27 BERRIAN (WILD HORSE)18

Myrde Meteer
Emma McCord
Ella Campbell
Rose Hogue
Minnie Turner -
Rose Marsh

[da Harris

Cozette Herren
Suzie Cooper
Debbie Walker
Genell Haus - —-
Elizabeth Esser ~
Fay Edwards
Mildred Memphy
Ethel Patton
Alice Crocombe
Elizabeth Dowdy
Elsie Pettigrew
Virginia Hawkins
Florence Stover
Mary Dailey
Helen Best

Sylvia Cornella
Phyllis Martin
Florence Rawlinson
Harriett Spencer
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District # 28 CLEORA WELLSVILLE

The original Cleora School District was organized in 1879,
This later became the Salida School District when Cleora was
abandoned as a town and residents moved businesses and homes into

o

Halida.

Ten yvears later, Cleora became a district again, as district
Hz2.  MNow, in 18%8, Cleora joined Fremont County School Distedch
Wwith the school at Wellsville and bescame district # 28.

The Cleora school was built aof brick sast of the censtaery on
Highway S8®. The old highway hugs the hillz to the south and the
e where the school shood. Thim

river runs bto the north of the place
new highway 968 cuts directly through the area where the play-—
ground  held games of tag and vred light, blind mans buff and
other school games as well as organized games of baseball, races
and relays. Dre tmacher remarked that " the locetion of the
school made it very hard to kesp the boys on the school ground’(
probably the nearness of the river) and'some playground sgoipment
would aid the tescher grs=atly in this matter".

There is mothing at the site today Lo show thalt there was a
Feld there

school there although records show thalt school  ws

until the garly twenties

Im 19078 and again for the 199910 vear, school was held at Bear
Cresk, possibly at the Scoubt building there.

Wellesville, in Fremont County,was three miles down the
canyon fraom Cleora. A small one room brick schoolhouse still
sits there behind the huge factory belonging to US Soil. The
brick outhouse still remains, door sagging  inward on its hinges
as a reminder of another time and another place of rural educati-
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" The Wellsville Hot Springs. . -
i _ . .. ( the school is in the center)
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Views of Wellsville
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District # 29 VaLLEY VIEW

5, Valley View school still stands
an County Road 148 just below the crest of the airport K111, A
white frame building with ante room  for coats and lunches, the
outhousss were ; apart down in o the gully  behind the sachool.
Reports from teac s in 1912 was  for more saniltary conditions
for the school and bhe oobtbuildings.

A woodsn (1 og 3 EFT) 41 &y ;| astards in  front of the
gohool wibhoot  dks eablem, and toward Lhe back of the school
can be woodern swing L. fAlewon  in fronh
Mtk rg wWith Lar Alls o tie animals

The @ o cled ] was in 19412,
Il pupils padcd

Orgeuid zed and built in 1F
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THE MOUNTAIN MAIL, SALIDA, CULORADO

as the fall of 1913 when this group of
‘studerts at the Brown's Canyon School was
L. Idﬁ-ed with their teacher, Miss Abby Perry.
g Left 'to" right: Mary: Bayuk Butala, John
i Bayuk, Miss Perry, Helen Magner Lind, Clar- ..
- gnce’ Smyth, Shirley. Smiyth, Johamna'(Jenny) |
g'kfer!e Plute and +Teny Sterle. Annie Bayuk -
Butala is in’the doorway. Mary Yunikar No-

vak was absent the day the picture was
taken. Mary Butala, Jchn Bayuk, Mrs. Annie
Butala and Mrs, Lind live in Salida. Shirley

" Smyth cperates a rzal estate business in Lit-

tleten. Mre. Plute lives in Salt Lake City.

Miss Perry became principal of Longfellow
seheel, is now retired and lives in Long *

Beach, California,
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Browns Canyon School, now a home, 1980. Bailey photo.

DISTRICT 30 - == BROWNS' ‘CANYON

Ella Campbell 1905

Belle Anderson 1906

Irene Barton 1907 R —_——

Minnie Turne 1908 )
Katherine O'Dea 1910 Browns Canyon School 1986
Abby Peery 1911

Emma Barklarge 1913

Margaret Cole 1916

Fay Edwards 1917

Dorothy Gimblett 1918

Nellie Sullivan 1919

Mildred Kees 1920

Hazel Morman il 1920

Ann Cullen 1922

Margaret McEvey 1922 .

Ann Sullivan 1923

Rose Mahoney 1925

Pauline Riley 1926

Rose Post 1928

Carolyn Post 1929 |




'/79/eég
/905 - 0 4

/906 -07

'/7&'7 05

|
|
|
’/?09 ¢ 9

"//5'&‘-7- /0

i

/G =1

/91~ /2

/9/2 - /3

/920 -2/
|
|
h

' , /72
%ZEZQ&%E3O 5 .
(Bracsrlo ﬁﬂ%””/‘-’

RiAa /) il et

\VO/I}/}w £ s Gl gvvzo &) 50

[I(,V £&j?x 74 ’) »44(}(»41&74/‘/ r2E. /,444/4444,«___

S f/g,;uj j a.-<a "fr-zz/cp
;jdfi«n ¥y /_ya/a fééW

m@%‘d% /7ﬁj¢f ", Sono . @ %5-'0

»{ scld
CC;M&L p gﬂﬁ:y}z«;‘jy%/ﬂ- @ %0

/ -/
. 9 L.?’{(.,; /&)[) £, -
I reee Lok seen | 7o @ &8

/ 7 //Jﬁ/ﬁ %,é)a )
ﬁ/d/?/[ff”" O ZOA:, 77 o . D 75 Oy

Q/’J’—i( 7. ﬁ%ﬁa&y‘/ T . & s

ﬁuﬁ . Jf

D oms. @ éé

a‘w&f ﬁz’ gff-&.pd_lffu ( §/Mc
P7Nbdred FEea (8 20



/92]- 22

7

726 -27
/IS 29
/737 -30
/737-3¢

/939~ 7o

~.
-
PAY
~3

{
PR}
oQ

Y
N
8]

p

A

/‘7%’ i1

gﬂdéjﬂ ((’. 77’)”’%”!47’14/“/ - R/ =

7. ﬁ@

/X

@M

I g pgaicet 770 Eese
A Mq Uoat /

ZO—L’L- ff}lm/fw.z//‘

/6{'4,4/3, /%ﬁ/e //

CW&C Klaih e »&%&'Tff’b 6 .

| 7?7&74/&% 71 “&,7{ 22

L:?Mam 777, "}B,&i )9

L:.L’u-é/ 7}0//

f?O o

L

2272 0

7/1'7 _725 4.



WESTERN FREMONT COURNTY SEHO0L.S
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THIS IS ALL that remains of the town of Whitshorn in the extreme
northwest corner of Fremont County. This photo was taken over the
weekend by Daily Record photographer Jeff Ormandy on one of his
family jaunts into the hills. . :

History doesn’t have much to say about Whitehorn, and ap-
parently it lasted only a few years—from perhaps 1889 to the late

© 1890s.

A, V. Wilson, Fremont County’s last county superintendent of
schools and a member of the Canon City Museum Board, has dgne
some research on Whitehorn and says it was started as a mining
camp, althouglh there are few dumps or other relics of mines aside
from one shaft. :

In a valuable “Fremont County History of Education” written by -

Wilson in the closing months preceding the abolishment of the county
superintendent’s office in June 1967, he includes some reference to
Whitehorn. This includes a petition to establish a school district there.

The petition, addressed to the then superintendent B. G. Wood-
ford, was written on stationery of the Miner's Restaurant at
Whitehorn, James Brooks, proprietor. Dated 1890, It contains 60
names and “respectfully calls your attention to the necessity of for-
ming a school district fn this part of the county and appointing
directors to conduct an election.”
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Wilson says the district was approved and a school was
established. It remafned in existence until 1894, then wus discontinued
because no census record had been s mitted. However, a later
census lists 16 persons of school age, so the classes may have been
resumed for a time,.

Whitehorn obviously had a dentist, because on the petition asking
for creation of a school district appears the name D. H. Kennedy,
D.D.S. (doctor of dental surgery).

There was also a Post Office there and a few business houses
including the Miner’s Cafe. Wilson belleves the population In the early
1890s may have been around 200. Nobody has lived there for years.

This building, erected with crude lumber, may have been a store
with the shed at the left as a storage area. At the extreme upper right
in the photo may be seen another building, partly tumbled, which

-appears of similar age.

An old horse watering trough.‘carved from a log, a well with the
old pump still inside and a large cement slab that may have been the
floor of a business .bullding .are other remains of the 80-year-old
village. S . '

When the Whitehorn school district was formed, it won one of 25
such- districts in the county, Wilson’s hlsto_ry shows.
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At the turn of the century, othaer nining Canps were Qoo
t of Salida. One  of the first

ailbilosg of

strong up Ute Trail north and ee
considerations of the mining
houses and saloons, was the esducation of the
the changing of the county lines, sy al
right along the Chaffes—Fremont lime. b s
kriown as Skinner, Manoa, Nelsan (Cocham) and Cs
these towns. Several of them applied to both Chaffee  Fir
belng olosear) and to Fremont countiess for school feachsrs.

d  their plea. Going for it themselv
s Lowns  pooled thelr resowces, found those whio
subscription dues  to have their

ol

amps, after a faw ne

miving towns
orn, Badger, also
MEITON WEFE Soma O

countiess redfuse
familiss in  th
could teach and wsach paid
children tauwght.

Marnoa and Melson did becomes

a part of District 18 in Chaftee
County later afher the county lines were defined parmansntly and
the District Court ordered local children to at chool in
Fremont County. The people protested by patition to becoms part

ot Chaffee County’'s school districts becauss of distance to obthasr
‘ZZ."

remont school s.
Tno1%0E, & group of peopls wrote a petition for s district
arpund Whitshorn  to allow  Chaffes County  swupporb. This wash

allowed and abolished in  190% when mining activity in the arsa
diminished and many Lowns wers abolished.

SEPTEMBER, 1935

Whitehorn, 1880—A type of school building in these early days
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HIWARD  COMMUNITY SCHOOLS



The Howard and Coaldale area was originally called Fleasant
Valley. Im fact, there is sbill @ railroad siding at Coaldale
called Fleasanton.

Miming and agriculture was taking place in Fleasant Valley
by 1877. The mew mining district of Hayden Creek, also known as
Fleasant Valley, soon boasted the third largest school district
in the county with 72 students.

Frior to 1881, distrist 17, Hayden Creelk, included the lower
part of Fleasant Valley.

School District 13, Fle
located on  Stout Cresk betwees
davys and organized in  187E, nine
district was seb up.’

Hillside district was set up in Feb. 18%2. The school stood
neat Highway 63, All that is left there is an old swing frame.
Texas Gresk and Cotopaxi consolidated in 1917, bub Hillside main-
tained its indespendence until 1937,

In 19207 the directors of Stout Creek bought one and a hald
acres of land to huild & schoolbhadss, Howard  opsrated s own
school urtil reorganization was vobted on oin October of 1960,

In 1954, Cotopaxi, Stout Cresk, Coaldale and Hillside cone

ant Valley was  formed by 18867 and
Mawarid and Coaldale in the garly
vears  bhefore the Cotopani

golidated to form mnew school district 51,
sl Commun ity
tions in the
Wi =ik

The coaldale school building i now  the Coal
Certear, wused by the many different clubs and organi
area, maintalined with loving care by the many people

The teacherage is now bthe Yalley Health Clinino. F
e  Howard Lions Clobk and variouws ocivio

several  yeasrs  ago by
organizations and private clitizens.
Aleso on Lhe formar school grouwnds, the Coaldale
Fire Department has a garage and fire soquipment.
This old school is still serving  bthe  community and being

ol oun b mee

useful .

From 1879 to 1886.the records are almost totally lacking. .There are
records of new school district formation during this pericd as a_number of new
districts were formed, but other information is incomplete. The growth of scheol
districts and new schoolhouses makes it possible to trace the growth of the county
as land was being homesteaded along the valleys of the many streams draining into
the Arkansas. During 1 ZQ,_Qgg;dgle,‘ngggélgnand Yppkyillgﬁéé;tricts had been
formed but had not commenced operating as "bodies corpcrate” until 1880,  The
population trend was away from the Arkansas Valley.

In January 1886, Mr. Jacob H, Freeman came to the office of county superin-
tendent and he also kept a record of activities, Several visits were made to the
district schools and for the first time since 1877 the county superintendent spent
almost full time in the duties of the office and collected $192.62 for his services
for the first 3 months in 1886. Mr. Freeman accepted the task of redefining school
district boundaries and also spent considerable time in working on a map of the
county showing school district boundaries. Due to all this time spent in school
district boundaries, he received a warrant for the quarter ending July 1, of
$278.80, During the latter part of this quarter, S days were spen! in visiting
schools in the west end of the county. The schools of Howard, Palm2r, Hillside and
Cotopaxi were visited. According to reports of visits to this end of the county—
it was not possible to travel up the Arkansas, but it was necessary to go up Copper
Guleh and then return to the Arkansas valley at Howard and Cotopaxi. During the
last quarter in 1886, the county superintendent billed the County for over $100. per

month for his services,

'S



FIRGT SCHOOL:

HMoward was settled in the late

Fleasant Valley, later named
and their  three children was

18460 =, M and Mirs  William Stoat

the first family to settle in the valley. Az more families moved

imto the area, a school ws soon nasdad.
Mr Stout organized School District 13 to authorize bulleing
ted in the populated area of the valley.

ot the row town of Howard. -

o3

a school  centrally loca
The school was buwilt 1 1/2 miles ea
This school was erected of brick, early in 18730 There were T
I~ DM . Ore rFoomn $or the older children 12 yvears old  and up anl
the other was for  the younger children. A few of the childiren
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namec Stout aft

Ome of th
wsing honsy o
less to say bhat e
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Digtrict 1% gTOUT SCHDoL

Stout School is located just south of Highway 50 on a
parcal of ground on  Cherey Creek. One and one half acres weare
donated by William Stout with no stipulations in kthe deed con-
cerning the usage of the building or Land.

The school was built of brick in 1987 and had one Foom. The
attendance was about 14 on the average although one year There
were only six pupils which made for almost private tutoring.

Josephine Alexander, Addie bBelle Kelso, Fauline Farks, Mes
Reed, Mary Low Bainter (Howard), Miss Dalke, Mre Thayer are just
a fow of the many teachers.

Sehool was held there wuntil 19599 when it consolidated with
Cotopaxi . The building still stands, and is being used as a
garage for school buses.

The consolidation with Cotopaxi
well as  Stout  Creek to form District $1 in Framont

involved Hillside and Coal-

cale as
County.




HOWARD SCHOOL  District 27

is located west of the intersection of Highway

Howard school
them

Y0 and  County Road 4, oan the hill. The land was donated for
school by the Freeman brothers with the stipuwlation that it never
be used +for dispensing alcoholic liguors or any obher illegal
deeds.

The school was built in 1998 of brick and had two rooms.
Grades 1 through 4 were in ane room and S through 8 were im bhe
other. The attendance was quite large. After the Caloite schonl
closed, those children went to this sehoonl .

Teachers were Addie Belle Chappell (Kelso), Emerine Jacobs
(Facquette), Eva Corlette (Showalter) Mrs Fider, Harrielh Alax-
ander and many others. ’

Several formsr students still live in thes area.

The school was stuccosd in later years due  to erosion,
etill standing on the hill overlooking many of the new homes in
the area. The property is now in  private ownership. The school
closed in  19%% when the district consolidated with Cotopeaxi,
an agreement  with Fremont and Chaffee Countias,

are i

Mrowever , undeasr

students in  Howards west end attend school in Salida as part of
Chaffes Cournty Schopl District # 7. Bus service 15 available Lo
these students. Uther students may choose to attend a smaller

cweale school in Cotopaxi.

A Beptember 11, 1BH% news note in the Mowurntain Mail reports:

" Sehaol in Howard began last Monday.
J.H. Freeman is the teacher and
there are 40 pupils".,
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The old District 37 Howard School, not used since the district consolidated with Cotopaxi..
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will cot out dancing.

May 194@: Glen Smith became secretary of the school
board.  Leona Whetsell and Sara Miller are still
whing. Mrs Miller’s contract was made out for

the upper grades.

July 194@: Miss Marion Irene Robertson was hired to
teach primary grades. Also talked of putting elec-
tricity in the school.

May 1941: Mrs Miller hired for upper grades. Miss

Ilda Magnes as teacher of lower grades.

In December, hot lunches were discussed but decided
agatlrnst.

August 1547%: teachers salary increased to #2535/ moanth.
August 194%: Miss Mildred Osteen hired for #15@/month.

July 1947r a meeting held to consider consolidation

with Cotopaxi. 79 ballots casty 33 for, 44 against.

car showed instruction cost

The budget of the 1938-%9 school ye
lhe district #9046 and transporbation #1.015.84.
Dher teachsrs Were:
1944-5  Milchred Brink
1944 (October)  Mes Lacille Hendrix
1944 (Movember) Mrs Russell Howard
1944 (December) Mrs Tracy Clifton...#1353.

Saveral different timss the Coaldale school bus provideac
transportation $or children to be bussed to Cotopaxi. . In August
1948, it was veobed o branspoet Righ mohool  ohildren from the
Stout Creesk School to GCotopaxi for  the price of #5  a piece per
morth and & minimam for a family of F15,68@.
children  from the vYellow Fines fArea, betwsen Cotopaxi and
; oFville were bused to Cotopaxi. The Yellow Pines School wasm
in District #17. Extension Homemaker Beverly Blackwell told wus
Fhat her Grandoothsr was one of the first  school bus  drivers in
the MNestorwville arsa.

Today , Foaldale children are bussed to Cotopaxi for school.

-y
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CALOCITE SCHOOL.

In 1903, the CF&%Y opened a lime quarry about five miles west

af Howard amd named the company town Calcite. The firet school
was held in a home. 6As  the town  grew, a larges building was

needed. A club house was in  the middle camp and that was wsed
while a school  was being built. The new school was built of
concrete and had two roomns.

The pupils were of mided mationalities as some of the
parents immigratsd from Ewrope, many from  Ttaly. The childran
were apt and soon  learned Engliszh, mostly from  other children.
Thn fact, children were often sunt before school age jusht to play
and listen to the new language and learn to speak 1t. Thes ,
first learned were conversational words...to get an Iodma across
or to get what they wanted... other Wwords more  BHPEESSiVe Were
aften learned wnintentionally. Teaching was a great challenge
One of the teachers was Ann Justine. She  later married the
guarry superintendent, M Gertard.

Some of +the pupils were the children of the Carroccio,
Vigil, Corsi, Dunlap, GBlasgow, Lofgran arnd  Arduini families.

Some are still in the area.
The school closed in 1928 when the quarry closed. The town
was moved away. ALl thalt is left is foundations and a few cemanh

Buildings.




. system for more than 80 years.

! school district was formed July

¢

‘demnce.

Coropaxt’s 3Chooi Lares back
Now Modern Plcmt

-“-1 o 1880's;

The ranching community of
{‘otup‘lxi some 30 miles west of
-Danen Cily alunp 1.8, Highway
50 has operated its own school

And there apparently was a
school house near the present
Cotopaxi schoal even before the

29, 1882, early svhool hoard min-
qutes mtlicate

A A Panta was eciected first
president of the district, urlg!n:
a]]g District "Ne:23; George W.

F,rs spc:efar@; and B.S; Hart,

tregsurer, The bmrd he'd- nq
first meeting at lhe “Hart reslt
{ In one of the first actions di-
rectors voled fo use MeGuffey's
Spellers; ' Appleton’s Readers,
Harvey's Grammars, Eclectic Ge-
‘ography, *White's Arithmetic and
Spencerian Pe.nmanship for text-
books.

By 1886 the dlstrlct had a five-
"wmill tax levy. T. Witcher was
president of the board. Early
day board meetings for the most
part took care of election of di-
rectors and tax levies. The dis-
trict’ operated an eight-months
school year that year.

The next year L. L. Brewer
was hired as teacher for $465 a
month. A nine-months school
year was begun.

The school house came in for
some rejuvenating in 1812 when
the board voted to reshingle and
paint and buy new chairs. Then
in 1914 at a meeting at the Me-
Crory place the board voted to
set up three months of summer
school.

Two years later a school build-
ing fund was started. Then in
1917 it was voted to consolidate
Districts 10 and 23. But prior to
that time the Cotopaxi and Texas
Creek school districts were con-
solidated to form a new district,
District 41, according to records
made avallable by Frank Salerno,
Cotopaxi  superintendent  of
schools.

There nlso was a school dis-
trlet on Stout Creek between
Howard and Coaldale in the
early days. It was District. 13,
organized in 1873,  nine years
before the Cofopaxi district -
was started, - ’

In 1907 directors of the Stout
Creek distriet bought an acre and
a half of land en which tc build
a school house.

The  Howard communily oper- |
atedits 6wn grade school until
schgol reorganizailon was voted
Aine t'frber 1960. a B

ation of District Re-8 headquart-
ared at Cotopaxi, Now’ chlldxeﬂ
in the Howard area' attend
schools at Salida nad Cotopaxi.
The existing .two-story. brick
building that houses. Cotopaxi
school children was constructed
after an earlier school burned to
the ground in 1937. The present
building was constructed on the
same site, . The building that
burned that year had been put up
to replace a one or two-room
school house on the same site.
In 1956 Cotopaxi, Stout Creek,
Coaldale and Hillside consoli-
dated to form a new school
district, West Fremont District
No. 51,
During the 1961-62 school year
there were 115 students {rom

flrst grade through lngh qelmoh
in classes at Cotopaxi. '[‘}nrty
five of these boys and girls were
high schonl students. The distrlct
hired 11 teachers,

The Cotopaxi school had 13
classrooms. School directors are
W. W. Shields, president; Frank'
Squire, treasurer; Robert P.
Lewis, sceretary; Dawson, Reid
Jr,, viee presuient and Nclsan
Taylor director,

. Prior to' the ﬂrst election om)
1eorganlzutmn"in the Cotopaxi{
area, held July 10, 1959, residcnt$
in that area roundiy approved a
$125,000 bond {ssue for improve-
ments of District: 51° school fa-
cilities. This indicated a ,desire
to continue operation of the com-
munity’s own school system,

With exception of the first
school board minute book, most
early day records of the Cotopax1
school system were destroyed in
the 1837 fire. The minute book,
tucked away in a corner, was not
damaged. Its flowing, longhand
notes remain intact, a permanent
record of Cotopaxi's start as a
school district. i

.|-| Gl
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The new enlarged first and second

grade rooms at Cotopaxi School are now being occupled by 23 first graders and 22 ]

second graders, The interior of each room is bright and cheerful with plants, carpeting and happy children,

14~
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