The Statement of M. N, Jordan of Saguache, Colorado.

I came to Colorado from Illinois in 1881 and located at Saguache.
There were four of us in the party. A% that time there were no large
bands of Indians settled here, although frequently small bands wandered
through or bunted in this country. There were trading posts at Fort
Gerland aad on the Pines.

At that time there were a great many ranchers in the couniry,
more 80 than st the present time, and 3aguache itself was about four
times as large ss it is today. These were Mexicans on practically every
160 from Sagusche to the Piguet rench and Englishmen on the ranches from
there on.

Shortly aiter I came here, a body of scldiers came turcugh from
Fort Garland to round wp some Indians that had strayed off the reservation
end camped at the spring northwest of Saguache. I remember that we sold
thom wood at $26 » load, hauwling it from Ssgusche when it was sbundant in
the hills within a hundred yards of the camp. We sold them potatoes, vege~

tables, hay, ete.

Bov Jones had a ranch below Castle Hoek; Piguet was on the next
rench, then Monroe, Hosgland, Hodding, Joe Hartman, Teavebaugh, Sehuyler,
KeCree, Carothers and Micheud on whai is now the Curtis' vamch, Lasughlin
was on his ranch at the wouth of Mill Creek. The Mexicans gradually sold
out and the individual holdings were concemtrated in the hands of a few men
as is the case today.

Jess Nolan was Dringing quite rich ore from the Phantom mine ;
and considerable rich ore was taken eut of the old Klondyke mine about 1900,



mmtmuacutm”tthum :
Camon City, Alamosa, and Denver to the southwestern part of the State, and
a great many ore tesms sad other freight wagons stepped there. At this time
1t wap not at all uncommon to see two rows of Seams arcund the maia block
in Se usche and one merning Ceorge Jeep who ran the Dlacksmith shop said
he Sook fn $60 for blacksuith work by 9 o'elogk. There were origimally
tro towns; ome at Milton on the Woedard ranch and the other a% Ssguache.
Milton was sbandoned and the last building, the Presbyterien church, was moved
%o Saguache in 1886. 4 wagon road was built over Pongha Pass and also from
Alemosa o Sagussche, the first mail coming from Alawmesa, The road over Poncha
Pass wes & Soll reoad, but tae one over Coschetopa Puss was net. The first
station below Saguache was the stage station on the north forks of the Carnero.

Many of the houses around Sagusche were tuilt so they could be used
for forts and the walls extended four feet above the roof with sdobe walls
eighteen inches thick. The wpper walls of one on the present I. L. Gotthelf
ranch was not torn dowm until 1889, The building was tweniy feet wide and
eighty or ninety feet long. ItMuMMrmwmammlmm
was very substantial in every way., The old roof was not %orn off und the
present shed roof was camstructed over it.

Bob Jones had the first sawmill at Casile Roek, securing his legs
from the hills north and east of there.

It was customary to set fire to the grass in the poises patches
in order %o drive the cattle away from them in the spring., The riders made
m.mmﬁmm-utnmotm:mt:m. No
particular fire stands out as being different from the others, bdut fires were
very commoxn.



At the time I came to this country :and settled over on Tracy
Canon, the grass was so high that it often hid cattle which were lying
down., The Government had big herds of cattle $o furnish meat for the
Indians, one of which was run in the vieinity of Russell Springs under the
charge of Alex Bussell. Lon Hartmen snd Jim Kelley ran another big herd
on the Cochetopa. These cattle were driven over %o the Los Pinos Ageney
in the fall, ALl 4he ranhers in this vieinity ran cattle, the priscipal
ones bdeing John Davey, Alex Russell, George Traecy, Isasc Gotthelf, Horace
Mesus, Joo Hartmen, Pranklin Clark and sons. A% this time, 1881, John
BSOS Sl DONERSasiAy a1l She adeay At S arewed Saguasha, 00 SENb
fluotuating between twenty aud fifty thousend, depending upon the prevalence
of good and bad years. Jim Woodsen was in partnership with John Lawrence
at times and Nate Russell also had sheep, These sheep were run on the low
mmnmmu;muam1uaum«»ummnuw,m
of whom Joe Garecis was the principal one. The first time that they were taken .
to the high range was in 1896 or 1896, when there had been & period of very
short feed on their usual range and losses that spring had been heavy., Aifter -
being taken up on the Badlies, a severe snow storm was encountered early in
July which caused further losses. Altogether, it was a very unfavorable year
for the sheep industry. No sheep ever ran in Saguache Park and néone in
mmmu'mn. The sheep range in Cochetopa Park was on the east
and south sides. After the disastrous season of 1895, the sheepmen saved the
lower range for sheep feed in the spring and fall.

In 1903, Pelix Chavez was taking & bunch of John Lawrence's sheep
from the high range down through “aguache Park. Tom Tucker was riding for
the Clark brothers at this time and jumped Ghaves about taking the sheep
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through there and in the ensuing altercation, killed him., Tucker always
claimed that Ghaves had pulled & gun on him first and that he shot in self-
defense, & claim which secured his acquittal at the trial. But I always
believed that Tucker had had & few drinks and deliberately provoked the
quarrel as an opportunity for killing Chaves. The sheep were taken %o the
lower range by the other herders.

h“ﬂlh‘nwtunm.o:thmum
Lawrence by which they were to keep their sheep in the poison on the east
side of Mullerton Park and reserve the west side of the park for my cattle.
Several times my rider came down and told me the sheep were getting over
beyond the agreed line and I spoke bo the herders sbout it, and esch time
they told me they would keep their sheep east of the line agreed wpon, us
did not observe it while I was away. A day or so after my last talk with
them, my rider came down and said that the sheep were on the cattle range
agaia. xmtwtomummmmmumm
head of horses and told the herders that it was my belief that we could
run the cattle and the sheep together, and since they could met, or would
not, keep the sheep where we had agreed to hold them, that I thought it
best to throw the two kinds of stock together., 1 showed them that I had
mwcrm.mmmmmtn-mmw.mhm
fully in distributing them among the sheep. To this the herders objected
and after some consultation among themselves, they told me that if I would
not mix the cattle with the sheep they would keep the sheep over on the east
side. This I agreed to and they kept their agreement afterwards.

I do not know of any buffale ever being in the country., Hlk
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were not abundant except in Saguache Park and in the Cochetopa country.
Deer were veory abundant in the mountains, and mountein sheep in the

- high range, Antelope were ver, avundant in the Saa Luls Valley and both
deer and antelope were killed by commercisl hunters of whom John Ourtis aud
George Hegard's father were two. The Indians hunted & great deal in this
country, and I beard tell of & mumber of traps that had been buils by them
in the vieinity of Red Roek. About 1888, the deer and satelope became %00
scaree for further comsercial bunting., In 1890, George Haszard killed seven
elk in Californis Guleh and was nearly hanged for i%, as mosy eoveryone felt
that he bad killed %00 meny at one time. Joln Cline's fether and ten or
fifteen others ’um for commercial purposes, as tiat was all that they
Gid sad lish were very ebundent in those auys. Oline fished in she Ark-
ansas between Canon Clly and Puedlo in 1879 and 1880, After ihat, he came
to the Ssguache country., All fish were mative trout and I don't remember
there being any other kinds in Sagusche creek st that early date, not even
chubs.

Robinson trapped beaver in the early 50's in the vieinity of
the Fussell Lakesy bub at the time I came here, beaver were no more abundant
than they sre today, The firet attempt toward the protection of the game
was in 1906 when the Forest Service wis started. There were no noted bear
and I think that the stories about dangercus bear were rather exaggerated.

The railroad was built over Ponche Pass to Mineral Hot Springs
in 1881, and it was the original intention to have it run over Cochetops
Pass. A depot site was laid out morth of the old court house in 1881, bub
for some reason the project was sbandoned, It wes said thab it cost voo
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mach %o bring it sround this way and that Marshall Pass offered & more
direct route. Tom Atwood was the locstion engineer and he lald out the
town of Poncha.

nmmumm.x.m,mtththmm
Yo. & in 1867. Otto Mears was one of the first to iake out water rights,
snd Suttle shortly afterwards. Mears buili the first store in 1865,
where the present court house is. Jesse Nolan had & store morth of the
present Saguache Hotel in 1881,
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