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Ski Area

Expansion Myths

At the outset of 1996, the Forest Service released the Final Environ-
mental Tmpact Statement (FEIS) for the expansion of the Telluride
ski area in southwestern Colorado, along with a Draft Record of De-
cision (DROD) in which the Forest Service approved 5 new lifts and
three restaurants, while rejecting components of the proposal that many
considered red herrings (items to be thrown away regardless.) SMA
had numerous conceérns that would result directly and indirectly from
this decision, including

* increased development pressure and suburban sprawl on Turkey

Creek Mesa due to development
in the Skunk Creek drainage, as
well as the increased likelihood
of land trades, resulting in
developable private land, once
this area loses its ‘forest
character,’

* habitat degradation due to

~ summertime uses, particularly in
Prospect Basin,

* habitat degradation and wildlife
corridor disruption in the Skunk
Creek watershed due to its
heavily forested nature and old
growth characteristics, including

‘presence of associated species.

Given these concerns for the preservation of the environment in the
Telluride region, SMA undertook a public information and education
campaign aimed at allowing the community to make an objective
decision regarding expansion. On February 19, a meeting was con-

Phii ﬁ}?dl,scuses the suitability of skier terrain
as part of the SMA Panel.. Photo by Rob Hubert

vened including four panelists with expertise on particular aspects of
the ski area expansion. Included on that panel was Dave Schneck,
San Miguel County’s environmental health official discussing air
quality impacts, the gondola’s mitigation capability for those impacts,
and the credibility of the study used to determine these. Furthermore,
Tim Cannon, President of the Telluride Chamber of Commerce, dis-
cussed the economic perspectives of the expansion; Cameron Brooks,
past director of SMA, talked about the trends and threat of develop-
ment “Over the Ridge” in the Alta Lakes area arid Turkey Creck Mesa;
and f{inally Phil Miller, a retired forester ex-
tensively familiar with the terrain in the ex-
pansion proposal, discussed the suitability (or
lack thereof) of the area for alpine skiing as
well as the import of the Skunk Creek drain-
age for wildlife as habitat, as a migration cor-
ridor, and for old growth dependent species.

Attended by well over 120 individuals, in-
cluding Town Council members and staff,
County Commissioners, and representatives
of the Telluride Ski and Golf Company
(Telski,) the meeting proved a tremendous
success in pulling together the communities’
concerns regarding the immediate as well as
latent affects of ski area expansion. In the
following weeks, SMA staff and volunteers
gelled that concern, along with intense scrutiny of the FEIS, into an
objective position statement that included the following requests (o
the Forest Service:

1) Removal of the Skunk Creek lift from approval by the Forest Ser-
Continued on Page 5

Who's Valley Floor Is It?

'Whether you've made a wrong turn heading
for Cortez, or have been traveling to and from
Telluride for years, all of us have experienced
small epiphany with the appearance of the
alley Floor. There's no other space we share
o regularly as a community. It’s our trade-
ark. And if we could somehow determine
ow much revenue its very presence brings

to this resort community annually, that figure
would likely eclipse the economic benefits of
skiing, the arts, and main street business com-
bined.

But if the Valley Floor’s prospective devel-
opment by San Miguel Valley Corporation
{SMVC) was simply a matter of cash.in our

wallets; a case of simply devising the “least
destructive” solution to locating trophy homes
and yacht clubs, we could all sit back and
leave it to the consultants and committees. In
reality, the Valley Floor’s foture is synony-
mous with our own, and to settle for any so-
Tation short of total protection would be send-
Continued on Page 8
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SIGN ME UP

T want to preserve the Tefluride Region for my children and
future generations. To support SMA, T have enclosed my tax-
deductible donation and /or membership renewal. {check your
mailing label for your expiration date.)

__Individual $40 __ Friend of SMA $100
__Individual, budget $20 __Sponsor of SMA $250
__Family $60 __ Patron of SMA $500

__ Family, budget $25 __Benefactor of SMA $1000
Name

Address City State  Zip
Home Phone Work Phone FAX E-Mail

Yes, I would love to volunteer for SMA - Please Call mel
Yes, | have interests or specialties that could help SMA

My friend would be interested in receiving information on SMA.

Name
Address ) City
State Zip

Please send your tax-deductible check and this form in a self-
addressed envelope to:

Sheep Mountain Alliance P.O. Box 389 Telluride, CO 81435
For any questions please call us at (970) 728-3729

Sheep Mountain Alliance
P.O. Box 389
Telluride, Co 81435

WHY JOIN SMA?

There are plenty of reasons to join Sheep Mountian Alli-
ance. First of all, you will continue to recieve our new and
improved newsletter, which will bring you up to date on the
current issues facing the Telluride region. A section in each
newsletter will be dedicated to edueating you about the
detatils of the issues. We believe knowledge is the key to
understanding and action It will also focus on how you can
contribute to the protection of the region.

As a member of SMA you can receive updates on specific
topics you are interested in, have access to our resource li-
brary, and have a say in the policy setting of SMA through
our annual meetings.

Sheep Mountain Alliance is dedicated to preserving the very
reasons we all moved to this magnificant valley. However,
we can not do it alone. By becoming a member you are
assisting us in our efforts. We understand not everyone can
become a benefactor of SMA, this is why we have set up
several options for single indivduals and familys.

We deal with many controversial issues and you may not
agree with all of our decisions. Yet, a group that represents
the concerned community members, like yourself, is a must
in a region with so many outside interests. We will work for
vou to protect the diversity, beauty and wildness of this place
we all call home.

Non Profit Organization
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