HOW WE STAYED AND PLAYED

. .
First Flight

Born and raised in Detroir, Jeff Camphell's parenty
were skiers who froquenied Aspen. “As soom a3 1 could
walk, they put me on skis in e Micklgan woods.” In
1956, when he was eight years old, they took him 10
Atpai, It was dn experionce thid wasld lgiize Ms par-
sion for skitng.

JefT Camphell was fiving in Steanboar Springs when
Jfriend Michasl Bing came hack jrom a irip to Telfaride,
sharing news that they were puting in chatritis and
suarting to hire ai the new sii avea. Jim uest, Greg Hen-
zie, Jim Direw, Mickey Thampson, Kenny Rainen mu:;
Melatyre and many others imsaded Telluride from S
boat. Gus (Guest), Herky {Henziel and Stanp r(‘mﬁ.\ubﬂ(l
arrived in the fall of 1972, camping in Hium Valley before
landing in one of the old Ophir cabins. Ax soon us they
Jiound hausing, they maved into own,

Unlike Steamboar, the surronnding mountains dumped
right inio Telluride. “When I got hired by Johnmie Stevens
Sfor the Telluride Ski Pairof, Wgﬂlwnnddﬁfvm s
uencd,” says Campbel,“The skt are had potenial
and | had a chance 1o be a part of |

The first winter of lifi-aceess skiing ( 1972-73) war
alsor the firss season of powerless fight in Telluride. Jeff
Carpbeil, whe had taken to the air elsewhere bejore rak-
ing a job at the ski area, launched fram the top of Smug-
sgler run, He did ot foor lewnch: “Skis mude leaving
earth and caming back devin a lat less frightening.” He
did not gain aitinude: *We didn s go up in those days. If |
stayed above the trees, § was happ.” He did not fly long:
“Flights lasted mimtes.” In e tie, other patroliers and
iyboays were lounehing off the ski area. The only rule set
by ski patro! direcior Jolumie Stevens way thas you were.
0t ke wear your patrof parka while g,

Telluride serw its first cowing ingether of pilots in Feb-

Jll Campals st figh from the sk ares in March of 1973

as hang gliders circled above smow-covered peaks. Over
the years, hang gliding hecame more sophisticated, nd
etiing towed up by a pawered wmalight meant you no
Tomger a o get 10 the high and difficuls places in ander
10 ki, The last hang gliding festival in Telluride was
held in 1999,

The first winter of the ski ares, 1972-73, Telluride’s
Lift f was the only way o the top of the mountain. A
band of us had prgimized a launch from the TV towers
above Mammoth (now the site of Lift 9), | was in Sharge
of getiing the last of the gliders 10 the 1op. Senior (Billy]
‘Mahoncy and Johnnie Sievens allowed me fo fike hang
gliders [on the ehairifis] up the mountain, | was the

ruary 1974 as part of the Coonskin Carnival, an event
chamber urganized by
a e fiver, Jokn Micetie. Teiluride Alr Force members—
Jeif Campbell, David Stanfield, Mirch Stanficld, Bob S¢.
Onge, Gary Grass, Joe Kray, Clini Wolf. Jack Carey,
Diemai Stenstien and Peer Slack— i other cons-
petitors launched from ihe suny side of the canyon off
Ml Creek Rod and landed on she valley fiaor. A prize
was given jor the longest flight time of | minse, 38.2
secands. The Telluride Airmen's Rendezvous becane a
fisure of the summer festival linewp, awing speciaiors
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portially becanse | worked for them as
4 ski-patroller and partially because, betsveen the two of
them, 1 was an amusement.

As 1 looded with my glider, I reminded the lifter @
infiorm the top that these was ane more hing glider coming
up. Ti was  perwder day; anything could hapgen. Maybe
three or 5o chairs from the iop, I neticed that o one was in
the ift shack. Tn fact. I could sec no one ai the wop.

The glider’s control bar didn't collapse in thosc duys.
Atiached 1o nincteen feet of aluminum wbing threadsd
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