THE CHAMPLIN FaMILYY
by .
lela Marie Champlin Keith

Walter Verion Champlin was born in Towa, 1860. In the family were two
older sisters, also a Brother “Henry. The sisters dled of T.B. when
quite young. The older sister lived to be married, and become pregnat,
Walter's Mother died when he was just a baby slso of T.B., his Father
married again to s very gentle, and loving 8tep-Mother Walter
remembers being held on her lap while she sang him to sleep,
This loving steg-Mother lived a few short years, 4s a young boy going
to school in Iowa wWalter remembers getting as r'ar as the modern day
third grade however in ,that time the ciiildren werent graded as they
are now, each child progressed as fast as his or hern ability weuld
allow. the achool terms werse Just a few short months, the money for
teachers was very limited, each family with children would keep the
teachers for a short time. This was done without ray,
Walter told of one sehool where it was almost impossible to keey
teachers because some of the students were very large boys, or young
men who carried guns to school, and with their loud telk end roudy
ways frightened teachers away. After a teacher had been so mistreated
and 1eft. This suited thess neighborhoos toughs as they didn't care
to go to schicol., On a lovely fall day a husky young man showed up In
the neighborhood, and after meeting the young adults he challenged them
to wrestling matches shooting matcnes, as well as boxing. He proved that
he was much better than any of the boys. On a monday morning to the
suprise of all the students this new addition to the neighborhood

interduced nimself as the new teacher, No problems the rest of that

term.



‘Walters father died when Walter was about eleven years old. In the 18607%

a child left without a relative to care for them was more or less left
to the mercy of the families in the community. The familles that could
or would,;tock Walter in to care for him. No matter who the family
might be he had to work for his keep, this being from esrly morning till
late at night. Until Walter was thirteen he lived with several families.
One exrerience he often told about was a neighbor who lived near by

and told Walter if he would come and work Tor him he would give him

a weaner pig, he could algso work for the feed for the pig. This work

was done late in the evening after he had finished his usual dally work.
After the pig was of saleable size the man of the house tock the ypig

to marked, sold it and kept the money. How disslpointed a young boy

who had worked so hard and dreamsd of having some money of his own

must have bee, When Welter was thirteen his Brother Henry being older
had earned a team and wagon, at this time Henry's heelth was quite

poor because of this damp cold climate he also had T.B. and knew that

if he continued to 1live where thy were he most likely wouldn't live

very long. Henry had a canvas Top put over the wagon, got to-gether

a camping outfit what food and clothing they would need toock Walter

and started on thelr way to the Bolorado Mountains in hopes that this
higher drier climate would help him regsin his good health. The tripi&OA/
pheg marny days and nights of driving and camping. Time had to be taken
;2;Ltﬁzﬁgorsas to graze, if feed had been. -avalleble 1ts doubtfill they
would have had the money to buy it. Henry spent many days riding in

the wagon bed as his health was such that he was to weak to sit for long

hours on the wagon seat, After the two Champlin boys Walter thirteen

Henry six years older reached Colo, they liked it so much they made
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plans to make this beautiful Mountain-state ‘their permenant home. It

is not recalled how Walter llived until he was slxteen at which time

he started punching cattle., About this time as Henry'!s health was So
much better he left Colorsdo went on into California where he made his
home until his death at quite an advanced age. Walter continued working
on cattle ranches in New Mexico. Colorado and Texas. One of the ranches
was the Cross L's, Some of his experiences were quite inferesting. wHe
worked on one cattla.ranc h at the same time that Clay Alleson did '

Clay Alleson later became quite ° famous oublaw . He;Clay Alleson was
qulte nice looking very quiet got along gquite well with all the other
cow hands, Walter and Ylay took in a dance at one of the ronches, on the
way Clay pick up his girl friend. “ome time during the night while the
dance was in full swing, a man came to Walter telling him that @lay

had just shot a man and that he would have to tske Clay 's girl friend
home, which he did. It was thought that perhaps this may have been the
first man that Clay Alleson had killed, but more after that. Alleson

was on the dodge for many years, many stories told of his killings

some true some were probably not. One story told thsat was believed to

be true was a time when Alleson was having dinner in a resturant in

the middle of the meal a man csme and sat doen obsite him at the table
Clay Alleson kngw .ationce this was a bounty hunter looking forﬁﬂgo he
watcehed him very closely when the man started drawing his gun Clay being
so much faster with a gun drew his gun shot the man bstwesn the eyes as
the man was dying his head fell forward iInto his plate his brains ran out
into the plate, and so the story went Clay Alleson sat there and finished
his meal, In 2ll the report s about Clay Alleson as a noted gumman this

has never been mentioned, but at the time it was believed to be truse,
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Another story at another time and place was about a cow camp whefe they
nhad as a cock, & Plack Man, known as the Bay Nigger. One rainy cold day
when the cow hands came in hungry, cold, tired, and very irritable the

informed them the meal would be c¢old, one cow hand sald to the cook I
want some hot biscuits, the cook said, jbbeause all the Puffalo chips
woere wet there would be no hot buscuits , the cowboy being just a 1little
nervous pulled his gun and shot him. After the wet muddy hole was dug
the corpse wrapped in a blanket all ready to be lowered in the gravd

one of the cow hands sald don't you think some one should say a little
something, at this time theman who had shot the cook took a step forward
looked down, and sald, Bay Nligger when you get over to the other side
and some one asks for hot biscults."By God you better make hot blscuits
the boys lowered the Bay Nigger wilithout arguments. At another time a
corral full of unbroke horses were being scrted some to be broken for
cow pondes other just turned out on the range. 4is the hands were busy
with the horses a meighbor, a young married man rode up stopped hishorse
just outside the corral gate put his right leg over the saddle horn and
was rolling a cicerette, when one of the wild horses in the corral
became so sxcited 1t tried to jumpr the corral gats. The gate was made
of gmatl green trees, when the horse failed to clear the top bar and
whenihis front feet it the green saplin 1t caused 1t to spring out of
place in such amanner that when 1t straightened out one end of it hit
the man on the horse killing him instantly.

In 1883 near Grand Junction Colorado & group of cowboys worked hard
fording a heard of cattle across "Grand River" it was called then but
now the “olorado. Walter Champlin was riding a young horse that just
refused to c¢ross the river, Soms one spoke up, and sald"Champ" as the

boys calld him if you ride up the river to the town of UradnJunction

g



 about five miles you may be able to get that horse across the new bridge
t hey are builiding there, and it should be finished by now. The horse
was ridden the five miles and just at dusti when t hey arrived the workmen
were jﬁ% picking up their tools as they had just completed the bridge,
with some urging, and coaxing thg horse was gotten gcross Grand Junctior

ﬁ i skl rlerels Lo omt gartfV o st ;;.}\ #‘ﬁ;nd

fifth Street bridge. In i93§ when a new Fifth Street bridge was bullst
Chemplin was invited to ride a horse across first and officially open
the new bridge. The announcer said that he was riding the same horss,
Walter Champlin went to work Tor a cow outfit nsar Grand Junction Colo.
where two other young men were working, Charlie Ross, and Wilburn Wells.
"Will" short for Wilburn with is two sistors and Father were living in
Grand Junction. Will invited Walter home with him to meet his sister
Mary. Charlie already had a girl friend that happened t o be a friend
of Mary Wells. Charlie, and Vonie with Waltsr, and Mary made quite a
foursome. When these young men had time off from work they would ride
some unbroke colts twhenutheyiwepnt-te court the girls when something
would touch these horses off one would go bucking in one direction the
other horse in the other direction. Cne day Charlies horse bucked into
the horse that Mary was riding, snd caused her to be thrown. Sometime
during the Courtship the counles muct have been able to visit some becaus

Charlie Hoss married Vonie, and Walter married Mery Wells.,

THIS CERTIFIES

THAT ACCORDING TO THX ORDANCE OF GOD AND THET LAWS OF COLORADO

Mr, Walter Champlin Mary Wells
of and of
Mesa County Mesa County

WERE UNITED IN HOLT MATRIMONY
OF

Grand Junction Colorado on this 27th day of November in the year of 1889,

e Wl ae,
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Lhe first few years after Mary and walter were married they lived

~at West Water Utah near the Celo, line, Walser broke outlaw horses

for fivr dollars each for a time. Their fir.t child a girl withl dark
long hair was born, Jennie Gertrude on Sept ember 16,1892, just. 13
monthagalong came Rolland Oliver, on October 22 1893, Walter becsme
track walker for a section of the Rio Grande Western Rail Road bete

ween Grand Junction Colo, and West Water Htsh. At one Particularly
dangerous point, known as West Water Foint, Hundred's of tons of this
perpendicular bluff broke loose, and fell suross the railroad tracks
causing the west bound train loaded with .scldiewrs to crash into

the Colorado River, thsisboilers on the éng” 1 when slowly lowering

into the water seemed to mogin 1like sometnin, dying. It was several

days before the track was cleared for regulay traln service., Thils took
the lives of severzl of the passengers.

In the spring of 1895 t his young married couple with their two young
cnildren left Utah on their way to Wilson lesa Colo. Near Yeluride.
Mary drove their only team rulling the wagon with all their éossesions.
Walter on the saddle horse drove some cattle. This trip took about a
week, They reached Wilson Mesa May 8th 1895, They went by the old
town of New Mire which was later changed to Vanadipg#ll Vanadiumat one
time was one of the riches Vanadium ore deposits ia Colo, ATt this time
there was no road up Bear Creek to the Mesa. wWith 4 wWagon mou crossed
and recrossed Bear Creek when ever Necessary. The way was so rough on
the wagon that one of the wagon wheels broke. Forﬁwhatly timber was near
by so a green sapling was cut, put in vlace to hold the wagon up for the
rest of the trip possibly four or five miles. When they did reach the
Mosa and their Friends Charlie and Yonies Rossels ~kittle new home .
made of Gueking iAspin logs, they were told that not far from “thelr
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‘home possibly about two miles there was & park that was open for Home«
steading. The friends had written them earlier sbout this piece of

land, They arrived at the park late in the afternoon pitched two tents.
This became there new home with a new start at the foot of Mt. Wilson
elev., over 1,200 feet. Wilson Mesa 1tself has an elevation between 8

and 9000 feet., The difference in elevation was Just what part of the
mesa you would be on. £t this elevation it wouldwkt be.rather cold

but fortunatly plenty of wood was close by. Their first home here was

a 12x18 foot cabin made of Quaking Aspin logs. They didN't st.ay long
enough to prove up on the Homestead. They pave up t heir Homstead rightsy
At an elevation some where around 9000 feet they Homesteaded again,
proved up on this. The first few years in the Mt. they felt that with

SO much snow and severe winters they should go down near Olathe Colo.
during the coldest part of the winter. They did this for a few years
then decided theswasn't necessary. It took at least a two or three days
trip twice a year. On some of thelr winter stays near Olatbe® they liveq
in a Soddy. Henry Clay was born April 10, 1898, could havgmgg;QZ;ggéigiga
Colo. if so it was just before thy i1eft on the way to the Mesa. If he
was born on the Mesa it would have to have been juat after they arrived
in the spring. The Champlin family 1lived many places on the Mesa over
the years so it is hard to tell just where each of the children were
born, Wallace Champlin born, October,l,1899===Myrtle Edith, sert 44,1901
O1llle Bell on April, 27, 1903==Bessie Geneva on June 27, 1905, next was
Lela Marie Feb. 23, 1908, and the last a boy Walter Wilson, on Oct.7, 191
Bessie Geneva died of depthera on July 28, 1909, she was burrled in the
Wilson Mesa cemetary.3he was laild to rest on a Sunday.Ollie Bell became
111 at the fumeral and was lald beside her sister the next Sunday, July
25,1909. At the time when the Champlin children were sll quite young
and were living on the Romestead. Our Eathar took milk, and beef by pack
horse to the Silver Pick mine 4 few miles distance,
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 For some time the Silver FPlek was a Booming gold bananza. when Dad had a
thousand dollars come toohim with out warning of any kind the the
Silver Pick shut down. He never received a dollar Fhat was owed him,
The first thing that I remember aboﬁt my parents we were living on the
Tatum place.fhis was at a lower elevation then the Homestead. I don't
k$n5npw of times when the folks moves, Here tthere were two log cabins
:éﬁ he e weren!t joined together, this was the house. Une for sleeplng
the other for eating and living. On a cold winter morning it was quite
an experience to crawl out of a nice warnbedégo oufside. BEverything
here was made from logs. House, corral, barns. a2
T TUINKE SROTHIR WALTIR WILSC3 WS 207N HERE OF COTCRTR 4, 1010
While Mother would ke cooking breakrast on the big range Usd would be clo:
by whittling on & stick of wood. I don't remenber him ever carving an
object just lony curley shavings of which there would be quite a2 pllse.
Mother never complained. I guess they came 1in handy when building a fire.
The next place I remember was the Powell place. It joined the Tatum place
Here was & much better house a freme house. All these places must have
been Homesteads of 160 acres .each. It was here that Walter learned to
walk by holding onto chairs. One of the boys came from the Fost Offlce
with the message that Mother's sister Carrie had died in Grand Junction.
When Henry came from visiting a friend one day he had a cute little
puppy. It was named Snip because of the white spot on his nose. It was
here that Jennie HMarried William Henry Schmid, qd§§3;£32§f 1912 probably
at Telluride. Shortly after the ﬁarriage they moved to a 20 acre farm
three miles east of Olathe Colo. I was never able to remember Jennie
while she was at home but do remember Bill when he was Courting her.
He would lean his chair back against the wall when he was talking to
Dad. Mother with all her family chores somehow found time to carve

from the soft wood that we had a couple of wooden horses one for Myrtle ta.



othéry for me bhe manes and tails were made of rag. #fter much loving
rlay my horse lost his legs and they were replaced with spools, no
matter he was my horse, It was the custom for all members of the fanity
to be at the table before anyone started eating, but one lovely summer
evening when all were at the table but "Henry, we waited a few minuted
for him to come and then Mcther said to start eating. When the msal was
almost finished Henry came in placed on the table a carving of a man
mounted on a horse, when the mans hat was removed the head was a tooth-
pick holder. Henry was the artest in the family he carved well snd
could draw guite well., Wallace hsd guite a bout with the 3t. Vitus
dance and was unable to feed himself for some time, he did fully we-
cover., unen dallace was eleven year old he was 2 happy boy when Lad
brought his first palr of long pants home, he was a grown boy then,

The boys made a bob-sld with what material that was at hand. We were
livieﬁ at the foot of Diamond Nidge. This was so named becsuse
beautiful quartz.erystles could be found on the hill side, and they
were so pr;fty that some p§0ple thougat they must be diamonds. In the
winter time when every thing was covered with snow. The boys with
Rollies girlfriend, Virgia Portes, who 1lived near, would rull the bob-slsc
up the hill, and coast down. “+he sled losded with the teenagsrs wouli.
fly down the steep. On one trip down the Rill, toings didn't g0 quite
as tit shoula,_ﬁhe sled tipped over, and some one's leg was broken.

When there was two or thres feet of snew, and warm sunny days woula
melt the top of the snow during the afternoon. Then at night this soft:
Snow wouldgizgéﬁdmaking an inch or so of snowy ice. This would lesve

a very hard surface which the sleds would Tly over. But some places

in the hard crust failed to frei?e lsaving a pocket of soft snow, when

tthe front of the sled hit one of these pockets it would sink in the

snow, and the sled some times would turn over end for end, causing
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the rider to be thrown out on the hard snow most often on thelr face.
LThis often left some skln on the icy snow.

Telluride, a mining town where many Horses, and mules were being kept,
and feed for either hauling freight wagons to and from the mines,. Or
used as ovack animals.oTo and from some of The mines where reads hadn't
been made, or it was just toorough for a road to be made, These animals
had to be fed they year around. Hay was selling in Telluride at that
time for fourty dollars & ton deliversd at the lLivery >tables. In the
winter when the road to Tellurlde was covered with icy snow whas when
Dad sold his feed. Hauling the feed on Bob-sleds was much easier than
doing it with team and wagon. This was a aistance of perhaps thirteen
miles over up grades, and down Braces. 1his trip would take from bee-
fore daylight until after dark. YU course in the winter, especially in
Meuntains the days were wery short . Dad would drive cne four norse
team with Rollle being the older boy he most likely drove the other.

The Bob-sleds would be lecaded one afternoon, Early the next morning
thectwo four horse teams would be hitched %o the sleds. We smeller
children would still be ssleep when the teams were being hiltched up.

We would first hear the stomping of the horses feet, then the rattle of
the chains. Any nolse had a different sound in the clear Trosty morning.
Jhen the drivers were ready to start the sleds they would pull the teams
first te the right then the left.tuThis was to break the sled runners
loose. The runners being made of metal would freeze to.the icy snow
and had to be broken loose before the sleds could be pullied. The
drivers of four horse teams usually called on the leaders to start things
going, After the sleds were in motion you then could hear the tinkle

of the sleigh bells. A string of sleigh bells were strung from the
horses collars between their front legs and then fastened to the Belly-

band, These bells were Just on the lead team,.-ofleaders’,

.



lfiow many Cows horses, chicken or pigs that could be ralsed was determined
by just how much feed could be ralsged during the short summers. Some
wheat and oats were raised but I think the main c¢rop would be barley.

4ll the farming was done by teams of horses. The cows would be milked,
The milk carried to the house in two and a half or three gallon buckets.
This was a chore that had to be done each morning and evening. The

milk was strained through a bleached flour sack as 1t was poured into

the five gallon tank on the cream separator. When the milk ;Ei;i?n e
through the separator a handle was turned to cause centrifugal to

cause the lighter cream to rise higher than tne milk., The cream coming
out the upper sgout to run into a cream bucket. The milk being lgéﬁggg
would come pouring out the lower sctout back into the same buckets that
was used to carry it to the house. This skim milk was fed to the small
calves after they had be taken away from thelr w~otners and taught to
drink from a bucket. This never put fat on the calves but they did
survive until they were old enough to eat other Teed., Some of the skimZ%hL
was left to sour., This with grain was then fed to both the plgs and
chickens. The cream was put into five or ten galleon cream cans and sach
week taken to the derot to be left so the train could pick it up and take
it to the creamery, Al the same time the empty cans would be ricked

up. To keep the record straight each rancher had his name painted

on his own cream cana. These checks from the cream bought groceries
clothes and other items nesded in the houssehold.

kach rancher also had permits to run cattle on the Forest Reserve during
the summer. All the cattle except the cows that wers presently being
milked were turned loose on the Forest feserve., In the fall when they
were gathered they would 2ll be fat enough for market. Some were kept
over others were sold and the money from the sale of cattle pald taxas

bought machenry and such.
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The folks thought they might do bet effﬁf' the fall; near Olathe so they
packed up kids, cattle, hogs, chickens and anything else that was loose
and could be hauled by team and wagon., They rented a farm near Jennie
and Blll east of Olathe., Here is where I first remember seeing my
Grandfather James Wells, lothers Father as he was making his home with
Jennie and Bill, I started school my first year. Wallace Myrtle and
myself went to school by driving a horse to = buggy. Ong evening on the
way home Wallace stopped by a farm and picked up a bushell of ripe pears.
These pesars were sc good that I ate many and was a very sick giri. I
was unable to eat pears for many years after that.

Here a boy was born to Jennle and Bill; Paul Martin Feb. 28 lQMg. That
may have been the reason that the folks went to Olathe so they could
be near where their first grandchild was.
A meighbors dog kept coming over and scaring our chickens picking fights
with our dog. One evening when we saw the dog coming Rollie picked up
the rifle, and sald that he was going to shoot near the dog and try and
frighten him away. Could be that Rollie didn't lmow what he was doing
or he just couldn't shoot stralight as he shot the dog. The dog started
to howel while was goming stralght at Rollie, and as the dog got close
Rollie slamed the door shut just in time as the dog hit the door and
fell over dead., Rollle thought that he might be in trouble with the
neighbor but nothing was swer mentioned about the death of the dog.
Around montrose, and Olathe at thls tim€all the drrigation was being
g¢one by ditching water from the Unpahgre river, DMore land being farmed
called for more water sc plans were made to diidw water from the Gunnison
river into the valley. 4 cannsl was being dug for this parpose named
the Lotsenhlzsr Canal, Rollie got a job helping dig this cannal. HMules
weére used on the Fresnol'sg, These were large scoops that were pulled
by mules. The scoop had a long handle that while the mulss were pulling
and the handle raised it would scoop up dirt the handle then belng held
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down the lcad could be taken whever needed. When the fiandle was ralsed

and let go forward it would empty. Rollie would tell about Some of the
things the mules would do, Whever they were when five Oc:lock came H

t hey would stop refusing to go further until they were unhitched for

they night. Five Oc:lock was quitting time., When Hollie was hitching

#wp one morning one of these big mules grabbed him b y the calfl of his

right leg, and wouldn't let loose mntil some cne pried his jaws open

with a crowbar.

The way of mal<ing a living here at Olathe was so different that the folks
packed up, and moved back to Wilson Messa. I don't know if Dad rented
or bought the Blackwell place at first. Here we moved where there was

a two story house, a nice house althio the upstalrs was never Iinifhed,

Do I ever rcemember the Bedbugs that were in this old frame hious. Foor

Mother Tought them in every way known at that time, b ut come the next

May, and here the bugs were again.

Men's work was putting in the crops in the spring harvesting them in the

fall. Brending, butchering beeves Iin the winter, hogs in the early spring.
Ws would nave salt pork during the warmer weather.

wWwhen the crops were ready to be harvested. a four horse team abreast was

hitched to the binder, After the heay was in bundles it weas mede into
shocks while it dried enough for stacking. ‘hils was some of the work the

men dla. we all seem To think we know what farmers or ranciiers do,

dere is what my Mother did, she, as well ss other wives. and Mothers.

I don't tnink there wass anything really spectacular about my kother,

she was a very loyal, loving Motner, and wife. All Mothers interests

were within the hbme. This is wnat made our family 1ife what it was.
Besldes cooking three blg meals a day, and they were always on time,
Mother made all our bread "Oh how good that bread smelled fresh f{rom the
oven", Hot biscults for breakfast "Kickups' as Dad called them. He ate

them hob for breakfast,cold the othsr twoe meals.
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Dishwashing, rivst the dishes Crom tae dinning table, pots and pens. In
the mornings came milk buckets and that cresam separator. First came the
strainer rag, washed in cola water, then 50apy water bolled to keep 1t whit
and fresh, Besldes the many pieces of tue separator there was always a few
mllk buckets. The separator was wakhed once a day then wrenced out by
running cola water through it. The bucksts cleaned twice = day and scalded.
This was the usual dishwashing chore.

I remember watching Mother mike 1lye soap. Mirst she would take some asaes
from the wood stoves, £ill a small berrel almost to the top. Thergpour in
some water whlich slowly seeped down through thes ashes and come out a hole
in tne bottom of tue barrel. This was almost T™ure 1ye with a dark red loc.
With the groper vortions or fat and lye out cume a soapr that vouluy get the
clothes clean, if we used it it would get us clean what skin was left was
very tender.

shortly af'ter this nollie and his olg glrl Triend Virgis Portisuwho with
her family had moved to Norwood, were married st Horwood. Cn the Llackwell
place a two rcom house had been built for thsm. sigady for the wride and
Groom to move into which they did. Rollie had teams of horses end was
freighting at this time. He wita @enry also cut timbers for use in the
mines around Pof%?rville snd Vanadiuwnm,

AT this time u&s was just old encugh to remember some thnings in more detail
Cne cold winter day wother was cutting large cakes ol snow from & snow bank
when I ask her if sae washed when it was so cold. ohe told me tnat the
Snow sne was getting was to be melted for water to wash clothes. She saild
thet the snow water was so soft, not hard like tne spring water, and for
this rsason was better for washing the clothes.,

Wwe were quite some distance from the spring which was down over a Rhill.

our water was appposea to e hauled to tne house in 55 @allon varrels,
haulea by a horse on a very low sled, called stoneboats, Now and then we

would be short of water and some would have to be carried by buckets,
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We had whzt was called a yoke, this was a timbsr of gﬁﬁt@ about thres fset

long with some of it carved in 8 round quarter cirecls that would fit across
the back of the neck and sholder, From each end of this was rope or strap
that could be fastened to & couple of buckets., 'he ides wes to destribute
the weight more enenly. Coming ur that hill one could use all thne advantages
they could get.

About this time Jennie ang B1ll moved back on ths Mesa on the Fowell place
ws could look across the draw and see taem geing backand forth doing their
chores,

From 1914 or 1915 until 1918 Jennie and Hill's secona son arrived.,5+28+1y.
Charles &verett. Rollie and Virgie couldn't be outdone so et lans boy

came To live with tnem, Carl Stanley ....... 7/

Jennie ana Bill with their two young sons movsd to Jads old Homestead.

A third soa came to make nis frome with thew. A4 welcome addifiion to the
family indeed, For the birth of thnis son dennle, sverett and Faul came

and stayed with us so that Hother could lia-wife the occaslon. vhen Oprville
was born MHother could hold him in one hand he was so gmall., After the
required stay Jennie and boys went baeck to ths Meuntain ranch,

A second son came to Bless the home of «ollie and Virgie. 4t this time

they were living on ed joining farm.

Besides the house here on the Plackwell rlace were two very large log

barns with leantoss, One a horse barn that heid glght or ten head. The oder
& cow barn this would hold from 16 to 18 cows, The cows wer: fed in nengeq
piled high with barley bundlies with the grain still on., The cows wepe

stabled only in the winter tine. Cn a cola Irosty morning it felt so rood
to go in the barn where the cattle wereptheir body seem to keev tne stabla

warm,
some time while Urandra wells was 1iving with Jennie and Bill he dled. ke

was Hothers Father. Because they cared for nim he deeded his Homestead JZF

2heness



As usual there was always some young horses to be broken to ride or work,
One young horse in varticular lMother dildn't trust and ofteywould remark

that she creadea the day when the boys tried to ride it. 1t so hap.ensd
that on & beautiful early spring day, this young horse with otnefgw@re
playing at mock fighting. Two of the young horse reared up and was pawing
with their frorf feed when the one horse in question lost his balancs fewrl
over packwards hit nis head on a2 short pole along the fence line which fall
killed him. te was such a pretty young horse that most of the family felt
quite bad sbout tne loss, Mother said it was an act of God,

The school that ryrtle -nd I attended was the Tatum school three miles
over Yism nd riuge. I being tae youngest had to ride benind the saddle
dyrtle in the saddle. Three or four gatss to ogen tnis of course was her
Job., We had swmmer school which started early Arril ended late Hovember.
After a winter of heavy snows there would always be deep snow drifts to

be crossed. Cur older brothers would ride their saddle horses over the

well known trzil breaking a2 trail through thesnow drifts. Through these
drifts would be some deep holes tiat the hnovses would be careiul to ster

in each time they crossed. Later after the weather warmed ur end the snow
became scfter we would mske another trail through the solter snow., This
would scon melt cown to the dirt. OCur saddles wers equipped with wide woodé

stirrups and with heavy tapaderos was suppesed to Keer our Test warm. At

least the one who rode in the saddle. The poor little one riding behind

the saadle their feet just hung ou¥ inithe cold and wind. with 81l tihe
neavy clething, overshoes, wool socks, mittens, wool caps we would get
very cold before getting to school as it would teke close to an fiour to

make the trip,



These country scriood- had only tine first eight grades. So after hyrtie
wasn't going then 1t became my turn to ride in the saddle with Brother
Walter being behind the saddls. Lhis was his rFiTst vear in scnoel., Now
1t was my turn to oven gates. I wasH't morethan eight or nine, so it
was impossible for me to oven those wide barbed-wire gates, So a small
board gate just wide enough for the horse to get through was made beside
all tne wire gates. The Tatwn school that we were attending was so called
bscause a rancher by the name of Tatum donasted an scre of land for this
log scheol to be built on. He would give the land 1 there was never to
be a dance held in it. In taose daye the scaocl houses was slmost always
used for comnunity gathering's of one kind or another.
when he was in his teens Walace decided that s was going to be an inventorn;
At that time there was nuch talk sbout rervetual motion., This was something
S0 well balanced that after it was once started it would continue to run
without energy. Wallace made some very interesting working models that
ran just long enough to make it exciting. 2ut of course they ran slower,
and slower until they Tinally woula stoc.
Then early one winter Wallace decided to make a vair orf ski@ﬂs. We never
heardof such a thing as boughten ones, I suprose we nad seen picture of
somey other wise Wallace wouldn't have know Just what they would look like.
First wWalliace toock a length of 1 ine bourd with as gtraignt a grain as hs
could rina. Snered one end &s desires then cut some growes amcross In the
prorer vlace. “I'ter this he rut = wasn boiler ol water on tire old wood
stove. Al'ter this starting bolling and the steam rigzing he nung thne two
beard aWove ths boiling water so that the part with the grooves received
the most steam. After the steam had aof'tened the wood so it woulc bend
with out breking., The end of tne sk%f;s we ben! upward just tne rignt amourt

and tied until the wood had become dry, and it would stay in tne cosition,



That winter after wWallace had made the sk%qu he had to learn to use
them. Coming off the side of steep Dizmond <idge on the crusted 5 NOw,
the skii's would fairly fly down tie hill. One time he lost his
bearings anc ren straddle of ac%pakie tree. He wes badly bruised mand
a little discouraged, Some of tne snow drifts coversd the top wire on
the fences. Not all the Tfence tho some rlaces just some of the top
wire was covered. On one of wallaces Skiiﬂtrips down tne hill one of
his skii's went over the top wire, the other under the wire. One foot
was held tight under the cvher went high in the air, The one sk%i’
went flylng off aown the nill., Poor wWallace: I don't know ir he ever

did master those skii's, He probably ald +.o

another time wallsce thousht he could make & bow and arrow that ne coula

kill rabbits with. He Pasnioned a gun, a rirles from a two by four.
Then he mace a steal pointed arrow that would lay down tas barrel in a
prepared grove, After the aights were adjusted, the bow string rulled
bsck, Yhis was a wire. The string fastened in such 2 way that when
the trigger was pulled it released the sring which snot the arrow. He
killed & couple of rabbits with it too.

When “ad delivered butter esch week to the residents at Vanadium . some
ask him why he didn't sell fresh milk. BRollie wes intercsted in farming
the “lackwell place. sad thought there might be good meney by meoving
near Varnadium and selling frosh milk. 2o we moved down near Vsanadium.

Dad managzed to get & few acres about a gu

o

town,,school and store. 7This land was owned by & man whoe it ssems hnd

a Sguaters right. I have never really understood this, but SULDOS8E -

=

rter of a mile from the little



at one time 1if one settled on a rlece of land that wasn't level
enougn for farming, built a cabin, lived en it for so many veers. It
was glven teo nim, He must have gotten = 1itle to the land. LT sure
Dad bought the squarters rights. This was on a hill side, with thres
log cabins. 'he better one we usec ror living. Another for tne big
boys sleeving. & larger one a aistance away was used for a milk barn.
We bottled the rresh miilk took it by buggy to the little settlement of
Vanadium., I was one who helved deliver tne milk. One lovely morning
when 1 orened the sereen dcor to set the milk inside, a big Bull vog
came charging out and grabbed me b y the shoulder. This was my first
exrerience of being betten by a dog. I have been bitten many times
since 50 su deathly scarec of all dogo.

On one beautirul winter day while we were iiving near Vansdium, walter
and 1 toox our homs wmade sleds, ask vrermission to go siedding towards
Vanadiun. Jde were told Lo go just so far. 4as children oftens do we
went much Turther towards the stors than we were BULLOSE TO. A3 we
were coasting down the rosd g big Bob-sled with four young adults
overtook us, ran over us Just as we were golng onto the river briage,
1 was hii in tre head knoeked unconcous. One of the quick thinking
boys tock hold of me or I would have fallen into the San Migurel river
and woulc have drowned. I was unconcous for several hours but the
folks dleu't call the Yoctor. Didn't taink it necessary.

Myrtle hizd besn staying with Jennie and ©i11. One gaturday when it
was time to take cream to the derot Tor shipgent. wNyrtle saddled a
lﬁentle norse f'or the trip. Leading the pack horse with the two cans
of c¢rean she came around the corner of tne hog shed. an old sow with
small vigs came out znd woofed &t the horse causing it to get excited

ans start to bucking, Jennie wao saw it s2ld myrtle was acing a very

Ch
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goed job of riding when her right srur broke and she took a good

dive off tne left of the horss. lucky for her she landed in a newly
Plowed field, It put her in bed. for & cougle of days, Danding on her
head snd shoulder the way sne did, she was very stiff and sore,

A Doctor Von dﬁﬁﬁékﬁéi§ %&gi’a mining clain, high on tne Mountain
side. This was known as the Feter Bilngham prospect., FPeter had many
or'fers to =ell through the Years, but ke nad set a very lLigh rrice

on nis claimw and wouldn't sell for lees. Von Shodschsky g ave the
man his as<ing price, a rayment down. Feter Singnam didn't live to
récelve another rayment. The mine was worked some in the summer of
19?1,;22. 411 through the winter of 2223, 3ome work was done in the
sumamer o' 2L but the mine never really vrocuced like it was heped that
it would.

211l ana Jdennie living at the last st otping clace at the foot of tre
Mt. on ths wg;% to tne mine, was in s tosition to do packing , also
réent some saddle horses., elped with racking machinery ior a mill.
One young man we all knew culte well rented a horse on & very snowy
day to ride to the mine, Later he told.gill triat was the dumbest
horse he ever rode. After it hsqg started snowing so hard tne trail
was covercd witn so much snow that he couldn't se€s 1t. ne tried turning
the horse in the direction he thought wes 5111 and Jennies rlace, but
the horse just wouldn't g0, so he just sat in the cold snow until it
cleared and Harry could ger his bearings, <arry told after that he
Was tryling to go in the wrong direction but the horse was trying to
go home. Bill told him & horse could always find nis way home, just
turn cthem locose and they would salf'ely take you nome,

B1ll has some tictures of rack horses going through a cut in the SNow

wnere the snow was much too deepr for thne horses to wade.
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#alter and 1 enjoyed going to school at Vinadium because instead of
riding norses we could walk the quarter of a mile, sometimes walking
nome for lunch. Hither the Folks were tired of the milek business or
the mines were starting to close and business wasn't as £ood as when
they first started, Jo tiey decided to move to Olathe, and try that
way or living Ior a while. Rollie was Farming the Slackwell place on
the snarcs. Dad had traded 2111 anda Jennie his Momesteaq for _.their

20 acres sast of Clathe. About this “ime sag paid %250 Tor a hogel T

o

fora touring car. Besides the headiights it was equipred with two
kerosene burning lighnts mounted one orn gaca side of the windsnield
near the snginehood., wWe were never out arter night so don't xnow

(oW muck. Llun they woule neve made. very 1ittle + would think. e

racked ur véody to nove. We took twe or three milk cows the rest

[

were taken or wollie to cars for, vallace was the only one that could
drife tne old ¥ord so he had a quick ezsy wasy orf going, but thé rest

of us wsnt by team and WREZOI,

Farming st Olathe was by lrrigation wanich was rmuch different than the
dry land Tarming on the .esa. Wwalter and I had the job of hearding

the milk cows oub on some= free grass. We nzd to be so watchful as no+

To let tne cows get into she neighbors slfsifa fields., The nelighbors
woulan't wovreciate tne cows eating tieir .ay snd besias if tic COWs

ate very nuch grecn slfslra they would bloat and aie. we didn't uen
like tnis job but had it to do any way.

we lived sbout three miles From the Ciathe school, S%mfirst school SBus
Was a coverea wagon. A regular wagon wovered with canvas and oy the

time we arrived at school were we ever cold in .the c¢old winter time,

The man wro had the contrect to haul the children to scnocol was lortunate
enough to have a tesn age daughter to drive the team, with tne many times

she kad to stop to rick ur chlldren it took some time to 20 the thres



miles, After leaving the children off st tne school shse unaitched the
tesam tied them to the wagon. I use to fesel so sorry for her. Our
next school B us was a flat bed truck also covered witn canvas, It was
rough riding in thils but of courss didn't take us so long to get to
school,

Word was received that a baby boy haa arrived at the nome of Henry and
Pansy- horala, bec.....1920. Uot long after tnls renry &nd rensy came
tc Olatne. iHenry worked for a dentest w0 oWwnea & pacling race norse
that he used Tor a buggy horse to drive to snd from Olathe. neary
used the horze a couple of times wnen they came to visit us. Je dia
enjoy seeling thet bmggy fly when thie mare was deing ner best.

The folks wanted to go baclk to the E sa ggein so some thoughl wa. gilven
to the vrereraztion. Jad bought Three horses & teawn of blg Ferchcons one
a black mare the other z bay gelding. when he bought them they were

stall fed on alfalfe and weighed about 150C lbs. each. e also .got
talked into buying & big Ftercheon stallion thet wiighed over a ton,
while we were stlill at CGlathe a particular kind of whooring csugh was
going around. Adults thet hea the disease vwhen they were children had
it again waicli was very hard on them. follie and Virgia lost their

six weeks old baby daughter, Ruby #ey. Orville, Jennie and Bills
youngest boy wro had just learned tc walk real well haua it very bad,

it was some vime before he learnec to wale again, I thought that 1
weuld never get over caughing.

Dad decided to learn to drive the mMoasl T, he pets. in-starts out the
gate instead of turning left he turnead right and ran through a berry
thicket, After getting stopred he came to tie house anc told mothier
"eu can never lsarn to darive that thing". Poor mother never nasa &
cnance to try. It took some know nhow to drive one off those thing s
as they haa to be hand cranked to start tnen,

Q.
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AT this time Henry was back home as Fansy decided she had enough of
marrieq life so took baby Horald to California end made her home with
her Pather and ster Mother.

30 both henry snd Wallace were helping shoe the horses. Rabbi was very
quiet =2ll he did was just lean his welght on who ever was holding ur

a foot. he was so heavy that it just pusned them to tne ground. They
finally four footed him rolled him ur on nis back tied one root at g
time to a wagon wheel aﬁd rut the shces on.

wWe must have gotten back to the lesa in 1921 orl922., Not 1gg after
trying to use these big horses in tre Kt. oad found taat the smaller
horses ware what was needad es they couléd nandle themselves better

winen faraing and in the snow in the winter time. He sold the vig team

"

but kept Rabbi a little longer.

I don't remember just what time of the year that we made the trip back
to tie mkesa, but I do know that it was cold camping out along the

river bank., This must have been the Uncompahgre. another stop along
the "Leaping L@%ard” as Mother always called Lﬁgord Creek wnich ran down
the west side of Dallqgf Dgvige.

The men Z“olks moved the main log cabin from the sSquaters fight property
near Vanadium, put it up near the two room cabin tha®t was buiit for
dollie and Virgis when they were wsrried. To connect tne two bullaings
Was built a hall-way also a small rcom that was used as a milk, cream
and separator room., The reason this was dene was becsuse wewould be
very much nsarer the spring, This spring hed a 55 gallon barrel burried
tc hold waten;the small flow of water. An o0ld wash tup was used as a
cover., After tue barrel was filled the waeter ran down a cipe into a
trough. This was made by gauging out the center of a large tree so it

would held a supply of water Ior horses and cattle. altho this water

<t
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surply was much closer to the house than it was when we lived in the
iy

big frame house, _ff was stlll quite an effort tho to carrxjup the hill
to the house. Thne hill was short but steev. lt ssemed like that old
water bucket was always enmpty.
rtollie and Virgia were still living in trne big frame house when their
daugnter allce was bLorn..........
Virgia was still in ted arter the birth of the baby when Rollie¢ nad had
his exgerience with tue bear.
Wwe had all started to the cow corral with milk buckets on our arms,
prevaring to dc tae svening milking chore. lyrtle point&{ and said, loock
over thers atihe baar. «e all looked in the direction that sne was point-

/
ing an saw tiat a4 viz bear was Jjust crawhng under tue l'ence lesving the
twelve acre fieid. Hollie said some one gc to the house after my rifle
while I get a horse from tne barn. denry went for thne gun wnlle tollie
bridled the horse and led 1t oufside. de was Just Jumping on the horss
bareback when “enry handed nim the guni, Rollie took off in a nurry in
the direection trnat 1t looked like the besr was going.. when he roundegd
a point of tne timber the bear =nd norse saw each other at about the
same time. This was before RHollie scw tne pear, as he was expecting
it to be just going into the waaking ssvin trees " Quakies" as we always
callea them. 41l horses sre frelghtened of bears so this one whirled
suddenly cpreparing to go back to the barn. notlle was so unprecvared for
this he lost his bsllance and took & nose aive to the ground. hne still
held the rifle tho. When he gethersd nimself ur he saw the bear going intc
the wuakie's some distance away. Just for luck Le tock a quick snot
hoping he might be lucky and kill the bear. By now it was almost aark
80 nec use looking for the bear if by chance he had been hit. “he three
boys went next day trying to find some signs of the bear being hit, but
were unable to find any,.
Of course that was one time when we did tne milking and calf feeding

R
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after dark.

some of the neignbor boys had gotten an Out-Law horse that they weren't
able to ride. ABter Rollie waﬁhed tnese boys trylng to ride the horse
that they had nsmed sheenie. He thought that he would he able to ride
the horse if ne had him home where he could work with him at his own
time. e either bought or traded for tue horse with very high hopes
that he would be able to make a decent saddle horse with vatients and
time. He was able to ride the horse but soon found that no matter

how many times a day he got on Sheenie he would buck. Where we lived
no matter where you went, to the Fost Office, or to visit = neighovor,
there were .any gates to cren. The horse knew all the «ndwn tricks of
unse.tin: nis rider. he would ounsisn for e while and 17 that didnit
get rid of the rider he would try Cork:rserewing for a while and if

Tnat diantt pet the job dﬁe he would then try sometaing c¢lse. He

was some times known to sun-rish until e became dizzy. This got

to be very tiressome, so one morning when nollie was getting ready

to go To town he told his friend Tony Yo rick wp a riee: of two by four
that was near by and when the horsec started to buck give him a good
whack on tne rear and hopefully tnils would straignten the horse out,
iollie got on the horse~ The horse startedto buck-Tony did as was told.
Sheenle had other ideas as he turned and started chasing Yony. when hs
ran on tor of the old Root “ellar hoping he would be safe thers tihe horse
Just Tollowed nim. Nvery one tonocugh that the cellar would cave in and
rartly cover men and norse. &Jut 1t was stronger than was tiought.

By this time #0llic¢ had about all he could take of "Sheenie' so he

sola Rim for a hodeo horse,

The very rirst tiwe that 3heenis was used &s a "Sucker” was at Telluride
at the lair, A4 man named Watt who was gooa at nis trade was to ride the
norse. He sun-rf'ished- Corkscrewsd~ and a few aotner tnings, but was un-
able to locse that troublesome rider,so he neaded towards tne Yrandstand

which was protected by woven wire. when he got nsar he jumpsé just as

-



high ashe vpossibly could hitting the wire bouncing backward catching

Jatt under hin., Fortunatly wWatt sustzined only a broken wrist.

That horse did his last bad deed right there. He was immediatly sold

to be used as fisn Tsad.

Not long after this roliliec vent to work for the whiteley Brothers a few
A

miles from the home placef%till on 'thesmesa,., Here he ald the farming

during the swamer. In the winter he was busy pitching hay to the cattle.

Their daughter Velmz was born while he worked here‘Velma@born.....

T&&ltcf had mrde good fricnds with yearling steer. Such good friends

that the steer would let Walter put a2 saddle on it and use it for

riding. He enjoved this sc much. Jhe rest of the family enjoyed it

also because it was unusial for &« stesr te become so gentle.

Hot long af'ter thls was vhen Walter began to have trouble getilng back

on his horse after ovenirng ;etes. This was when we were going to and

from school. He seemed to be getting wsaker and weaker each day untild

he was unable to mount his horse and of course not: able to pgo to school.

He seemed to have & paralysis of some kind. After he was grown he

explained this to hils Yoc. and was told that this had some times rapgened

when & person was polsened after eating strawberry lce cream that nad

been kept in an unlined container.

Tn 1923 the year I ahould have graduated Trom the eighth graade there

were twelve punils this included my twe nevhews cverett and Faul Sschmid,

The teacher boarded with the Cline feamily who had three scheool children

and lived within walking distance of the school, The Clines also had

s telerhone, I was the only eighth grader that year. The teacher had

called earlier for +the county sucerdéntendent té send the examination

papers to Vanadium. After wmy Brotaer Walter and I had ridden the turee

miles opened five gates. wnich wasn't too mueh fun. e rode through

a grove of yuaking Aspin,
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¢ver three bubbling creeks, that were filled with trout, along an
interesting log fence "Worm Fence'. We finally arrived at the 0Dillon
school. I nsd been exvecting the exam papers for 2 few days but it
seemea that no one nad gone to the Fost Office to get them. On
arriving at school on this last day of school there still wasn't the
the papers. The teacher nad called and was tola that tnef*ggwthe P.O.
I rocde another four miles to Vanadiwm, got the pacers another » ur
milea back to school, YThe trip rmust hage tsken me ninety minutes or
more.
This was t he last day of school and & progsram had besen ctrevared for
the enjoyment or the parents. Alsc to Tind our just how well their
cinildren hsd been doing.
he last day of school was alwys & very svecial day and every toing
—tr s e
had to be just rignht. I had & part prevared for the crogram but the
excused me. I found a desk in & far corner as far away from the
activity &s poaaible. Before noon the vrogram was reheur.ed for ithe
last ana r'inal time. 4t two 1in the afterncon the varants started
arriving, I was well known by all the paerents, so es they arrived
theywoula stogby my desk and ask, "Lela , what are you doing?! This
would or' course break my consentration. with the propram, and 211 the
noise 4 was naving a very difficult time. &t four Oc:lock was the last
o' the scancol term alsoimy exarnination., I didn't know just how well I
aid until a couple of weeks later as tae vaiers were sent to tie
County Surerintendsnt to be graded. I made an average of 00 on better
on rour of tile subjects, but failed math by one roint. ‘- uneaer the
circumstances I feel that I did quite well.
lhe next srring 1 started back to school for the vurrvose of taking a
brush up course in math. Our new teacher was a very poung girl @
thougn?piving me sone cﬁ?ra help was mors t han sne would be ab le to

-

do. {'Told me I would have to start in the grade with the two girls
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Wwwho were starting in the eighth.grade that year. 1 attended school
for about three days sfter that. I was thinking that i1t would be more
interesting to study boys than math. That was the end of my school
years,
Jennie some times came visitling on her horses with Orville behind the
sadadle. It would be almost noon when she arrived., Jennie always helped
milk and by the time she did the dishes and zilk things she would get
a late start from nome. At tnis bime averett and Faul wruld be in
school.
At home Jsnnle's evenings usually started in t his way. At five Oc:lock
she woula put & kittle of potatoes on. rill that ola wajestic range
with woo&, tnen go saddle her lLorse getting ready to go after the milk
cows. after bringing the cows in and corrsling them, she then usdaddled
the horss., Came Iinto the house put the finishing touches to shr evening
meal. After thils she went to help milk. Later dishes were to be done,
milk things washed. It didn't take long Tor time for bed,
A11 her 1life Jennie made 211 her bread, churned her butter asg well as
many other things., I can still see her making butter with her left hanc.
when she received compliments on her good bresd she would say that
mixing it left handed helped make it that way.
One cola winter day when Jennle, 5111 and boys were coming to visit us
wlith team and sled . wvery one wrappesd ur good and cozy., against the
winter weatner, one of the horses startec liaving vroblems. At irst
they thougnt it migat have the colic, _but after a short time it be-
came arparent that the problem was much more serious,
After a short time the horse dropned in the snow and was unable to rise.

Bill unhitched the horses, jumped on the other horse roas it on t o
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“cur tlace for helv. '‘he men folks hitched a team to a low slea for

hauling the sick horse. 4also a horse that could be hitched to Bills
sled. to bring Jdennie and boys tc the house. The horse was uneble to
stand Tor six weeks. Juring that time the boys fixed a tripod and with
lsather band rut under the horse were able to left him ug so he could

use his lezs some. The horse Tinally got comvletely well althc it did
have a large scar on its left sholder where the meat hadj been damaged
from too much lying on it, and fever,

The beys, Menry and ~Wallace were almost always home at scring planting,
ana in tne fall when 1t was time to harvest the c¢reps. vuring most of
the winter, ana nuring the swmmer they would be sway working. Usually
some wiure in the mines.

In the early scring the ground first was plowed. some of it with walking
plows, some with a two-way riding rlow. L‘he srain plantec with a wish
and & rrayer that enocuzi rain woul fzll so there would be encugh fesd
grow, tc Teea thne live stock during the cold winter. Come Tall snd the
cror weula have to be harvested. Most of the crop would be barley.

This was cut with a Joan Deer binder, which made it into bundles tied
with binding twine. Ylhe pundles were made into shocks by standing them
on the but-end with the grain heads up. After the grain snocks hsd
dried enough to be safdély stacked for the wintey, If toe grain bundles
were not dry enough they would mild-dew and spoil it for feed or grain.
The shcoecks that were the nearesst the barns or corrals were hauld by teams
and stacked and-staCked in the hay yard near enough to be carried by haﬁé
and fea In the bavns to boti the milk cows ana work horses. Saddle horses
also. The grain that was raised furtner away was stasck in a fenced in
area anu after the snow fell was hauled and re-stacked nearer the barns.
This of course was men folks work, but lyrtie and I fell for our saare of

the worlk.
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Une winter when the boys were away working Dad with Hyrtle and myself
helping did all the feeding. First we carried the bundles from the stack
to the barns., A bundle for each cow, and we could carry four bundles
each., We usually stabled from 16 to 20 head of cows., Of course after
the cowe were in tne barn a2ll night the barn had to be cleansd. One time
in particular when the boys were away, and Dad must have been unsble to
work for some rszson, tiyrtle and I did all the work . Not only feeding
the cows and cleaning their barn but fed the borses and cleansd that
barn, This cleaning job was done by scup shovel and wnssl-barrow.
de declded if we put a saddle on one of tne horses tied a rope to ths
frondd of the wheel-barrow so the horse could vull the wesilgnt it would
Maxe 1T vasier on us. Wnis we did bLut when toe horse saw that object
benina it he got scared and ray away with the wiole outfit. That little
trick dian't work just causec us more work that day.
some of the grain shocks wers thrashed for the grain to be used to feed
toe cnickens and pigs. ‘'Wnis was all barley so when fec to horses and
cattle they were getting both hay and grain. The straw tnat was left
after threshing was fed to the stock that was lef't cutside and not
stabled. This would be stock that wasn't being used. Yearling steers

. 3 e
or ary milk cows. No matter how carerful tre threshingcre woule be the
straw stack alweys tad quite 2 lot of grain in it,
altho wieat would have been better foed Tor the culckens ana nogs. The
Tranctiers on tne Mess prefered the barley becsuss the straw with some
graln in it made good Ffesd Tor some of the stock., whneszt straw according
to them was good for only one thing. "sedding",
A’ new couple moved on the Mess Mr-. wrs éolp. mr. coln was aoling sowe

mineing. sne thought that the people of the tegg

eened 2 1itcvle more
education., ohe formed what she called a ILiterary Club, All the families

withhin a reasonable distance were to gathier at the sciool house each



sundey at 2 P.M.. She played tne old oregon-~and had the reople sing

as best tney could. We did have a very good time eacn Punday. 3Some of
us would recite poems, or do slmost anytl:ing we careac to do. Meostly
the neighbors visited.

The rolks always went to the Literary Club meeting witn horse and light
wagon. lne rest of us rode our horses. IFf the folks stayed a little
late Myrtle snd 1 would ride on nome and fiave the milk cows corralsd
before they got home.

1 remember so well one beautiful :Bunday afternoon after wyrtle and I
had gotten on our horses already to leave when we looked up and saw a
Stray bull in with our CoWs, our bull snd the strey wers having an
argudent. s called ocur gog and went to break up ths ight and rut

the stray bull out where he belong. When weigot near the oulls they
were having an interesting Tlpht so we set the qog onte the stray bull,
when turned our bull startea chaseing him the dog after trem both, ana
what happened then was the two bulls ran through the fence tearing out

several pannels of fence. We rut in the rest of thne afterncon Tixing
fence,

Our dog we celled snip, eand he was very userul. If a cow or horse

g0t loose in tae barn and started stoemring around during the nigntg

the dog would run from the house to the barn and back baruing until
he raised some one to take care of things,

The cows of course were out in the vasture grazing during tne day in
the summer. They were ¥ert in tae corral during the nignt, ‘“lneir
bucket fed calves were turneaq loose during tue night to pgraze. Dsad
would zo out early in the morning to pen the cnlves. ATter he uidg tnils
for some time oniu got tne ddea so would o get the calves by nimself.
One summer Kyrtle and I got the Idea of breaking a young horse we had,

The boys wers gone and wouldn't give us any static. PFirst we taugnt the

colt to lead. “irst one way and then snother genteled it as best we



could before vutting tne saddle on, After 1t hed gotten use to the
saddle I got on my horse snubbec the colt az close as vossible with

the rnaulter rope to the saddle horn. e managed to get the horses to
stand head to head "nead to saddle horn"™ wkyrtle then got on toe young
horse. It did some jumring arcund but snubbed as close as it was therw
wasn't much 1t could do. I led the horse ana zs time went on let the
leaa rope out wmor &nd more. The horse could walk better but still
didn't realize what was havpening. After z time we mads a good horse
out of him, Dut when tune boys came Lome, one of them bitched about it,
saying the horss would never amount to anytning. Dad told him we hed
done as good a job as any one could haove. [t didn't stcut him upn tho,
One winter wallzce and ienry hada the job of feeding the neig.bors
cattle, Ihe hay stacks that the cattle wer. being rfed from could be
seen fron our house., Thls particular winter the Jack rfabbits were so
plentiful that they were destroying hay. At dusk we could look ocut and
see the Jacks coming down the hill in the trail made by the stock.

L8 we were usually eating about this time it was easy to look out tae
window anu cee tne rabbits esci svening, The boys got in the habit of
keeping thelr guns close by so when they saw a rabbit they would be
ready to cpen the door and take a shot. They got rid of quite a Tew
Jacks this way.

Lots of porccupines arcund so wu triea eating some. 4Lfter killing one
we packed 1t in a layer of mud., Put it in the coals of a camp fire.
sfter a while when the mud was baked good we took it out and when the
mid was removed the gquills, skin and all came off fteo-gsther. It was
gutted before cooking of course. It waan't bad eating eitner,

One summer day when vwallacw, Myrtie and myself were riding after the
cattle on the forest pres.rve. We waere high up on the kt., side wnen

we came to a troscectors cabiln,



Wwe knew Mr. Fflug very well azs ne sometimes would work for us curing
haying time. Wallace said "Lets stop in and eat with Fflug" Je were
hungry and it about noon time. alter we stopped =nd visited for 2 few
minutes we were ask to stay lor dinner, we accepted., wr, Fflug gave
wallace the water bucket sc he could down in thne draw and get a bucliet
water. When Jdallace got back withn the water =nd saw dr Ffiug
sorting -into beans, which st thst altituce woula take €ipht nours to
cook. In Tact it wss imzossible to ever £¢T them cooked so they tasted
like anytning. Wallace said "Would you please excuse us we are in =
hurryl,

Walluce hud been working for Mr. Colr when one evening on his WAy liome
Ne .0t & bear. de left the bear wioere it had fallen came on Loae to
&St some help getting tne bear home. 'Phe gentlest norse we huau wnag
chiosen for the job of carrying the Laar home. sSeveral of us went along
Just for the excitment it would cause. The bear with one roype on its
neck another fastened to its back feet was cullea nigh in a tree. The
nhorse led unaer anc the bear was to be lowered vﬁ& gently onto the back
of the horse, when that old gentle horse suwelled the blood it Just
didn't went any part of that. One of the other norse- that hsa been
ridden was tnen clhosen Tor the task of carrying tne bear. It was qulte
a Jjob to get the bear on Znis fhorse but it was manapged. 411 the TEET
oI the horsss were so exciteq they were hard to handle. Arter getting
bac« nome with the bear all tns ndrses went wild from tae smell of thne
blood, and the bear oder. 411l except on marc with a s.all colt, she
cared less,

The bear was killed just after 1t had come Trom hibernation and was ey
fat. The meat was good, the hide was tannea, A At biise- Thie Nead wus
mounted. It was a beautirul thing but theproblem was it was hard toc
find a place large snough for such a big nide and that head anc testh

was enough to scare anyone., It was surpose to be & Mug.



At one time I had a boy frisnd wuoss name was Bill Louser, + think we
much have been about fiftesn when he ask to go long with*fy@enry nallrce
Myrtle, the youns senool veacrer and a couple of otheripsaople, on a trir
to YJoods Lake. As we werc all riding along we cumne to s pole Tence
Worm “ence". fHhere was sn opening wherec the old gate nad been, but

the f'ence with the top role missing.looké&cd guch more Tun, if we could
et Tne norses to jump 1t. We all backed our horses up, each in turn
took & try and jumping the fence. Two or three managed the jump when

it was Bill's  turn. He gave his horse thne srurs, was in the resition
of a steerle jumper "He Hoped" When his horge g£0% near the old fence

1t planted both front fect for a sliaing stop, »ill went on over the

N

bocle, W

fence with his head near the rence flat on nig Lne rest of us
daidn't talke chances but rode through the old gate,

surdng the summer, dances were held every two weeks., Some times 2t the
Lillon school house, some times in the lof't of Yates bary when br,
Yates built nis new barn a floor was vut in for tne purrvos of dancing.
He had some teen agers.still st norie, some married daughters not far
away. OCne girl was married to the watt that was considered = Food
bronk recler. After thex ha?’had all been fed with some of the leaves
» very small varts of leaves still on the floor, it made it slick like
1t hed been waxed.

fnese were neighbornood dances. By tnis 1 mean every one in tne neigh-

borhood went, Grand flas, Urand ras. ﬁamma’s Yadaies, children and babis
The small babiles were brought from home in their very cwn beds, some
times in baskets other timss in pastboard boxes. Yhese found theip nwlacs
on a bench as far sway from things =s possible. Now ana thnen wothier may
take time out to nurse them otherwise tney just siert away. ‘lhe next

age group would rlay with frlends for a good time before they became

sleepy. Then soms quilts were made into a bed for taem some place on a

bench or could be on the floor, After the children were glght or ains



they would dance around as big as any one, with each other or with
tama or Vaddy. #inally to bed they went,

AT mid-night there was of course a bite to eat snd a resting pericd,
These dances some times lasted until alrost day light. 4t first I
went witihh 5ill aouser, later with some one else 21l on horses. The
girls wore devided skirts with thne better clothses carried hepefully

so they wouldn't get wrinkled. 4after arriving abv our destenation

we woula find a bedroom and vut on our dancing clothes. I with my

boy frisend my sister and her boy Triend waellece ,nenry with theirs

all rode along together to andf rom the dances.

One time a dance was hsld at the Rtoy stone ranch, snu the road to and
from the dance ren very close to our rouse. One early morning ufter
the darcs was over, every one going home. wWe were swakeneca Oy & couple
of cousins having an srgument just outside our bedroom window., Cne
cousin said vo the other. If I wasa't on the old man Chaumrlins pplace
I would :ull you off that horse and beat your head into the ground.
Dad stuck his nead out the window and said, go ahead boys what little
ground you would tear up wouldn't szmcunt to s taing. Arter that all

Wwe heard was the norses footsteps fading

N

n the distance.

Cn the Iourth of July we some times had o little neisnbor celebration,
Not only ocur HNeishborhood on +#ilson lesa, but some of tne other joining
Mesa's would also take part. This was an all day affair. Just as soo
a8 peorle could gather in the morning int ercntainment starteel, Usually
the first tning would be someocne throwing small coins into the airp

50 they would be scattered over g small area when they lanasd, his was
for the wery smell children. Moot races for tne childrer just a little
older. Then came theold men's races., the ladies rolling pin ~throwing
contest. By thls time the ice crearm would be frozen luncies set out,

lemonade made from the cool spring water near by.
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After every one had eaten other sports came into play. Kvery one out
into an oven pasture where there would be roem Tor some horse races,
plus other activities. There wasn't a race track just a post set in the
ground some distance from the starting point. The horses and riders
lined up when the starting gun fired the horses rzced toward the post
turned arcund the post and back to the starting line,
Cne Interesting race wes a rotato race. This was for the girls and young
women. cach riderlhag a box to put rostatoces in, some distance away
el i g
woula be a largé Tilled with retatoes., mach rider was gilven a sharpgned
stick to srear potatoes with., The riders were 1ined‘up the signal t o
start given away you would race toward the large boxdwith totatees
Spsal’ & “otato, cowme back to the sTarting line where small boxes were
im;;:the totato %n the box and go for another totsto. After a set time
the verson with the most rotatoss would be winner., This got just =z 1ittl
rougn at times a§éhen four or five horses 211 got to the big rotato
box at the same time, horses running into sach other, After you had -
speered your potato and was headed back Scme one coming towards the box
Just might decide to knock your potate off tne stick. One time tnis
happened to me but the stieck that was aimedé¢ at the rotato missed +the
potato hitting me across the cheek, I had a niccwelt for some time.
There would be both ladies znd men's relay racss. More then one horse
was used, the difference between the men's and ladies reces was, the men
changed both horses and sadadles, rather they chiangea their saddles from
on nerse to another. The ladies just changead horses, =211 three of their
horses were already saddied. At this time I owned a three quarter
tharough 'hrec mare that could run 1ike lightening. Henry said that he
would be ready to cateh and stop her when I came in t o change horses.
I rode her first because she was fast and I thought I could get a rood
head start to the rost and,back. It didn't nappen that way too, My

boy Iriend ask to be the one to catch my horse when we came in, and of
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course 1 woulan't nhave it any other way. when I tried turning arouna
the rost I made a wiae cirele, but dia get basck to the starting line
for the purcose of changing norses. I was far in the lead when I got
tnere but my boy friend, Jack, wasn't where he snoula hnave been so me
and my horse took off out in the pasture before I was able to stop her.
By this time I was so far behind I just didn't try riding the other
twe horses. wmyrtle won the race sc 1rdidn’t feel too about the
experience I nad.

Henry used the same taree horses thatofwas to use and wen, ' the story
use to be wold that Henmry could get a run out of =& horss that the
horse didri't have in nim. We all tinousht if he hqd besn a small man
he would nave pone rar as a jockey., A very interusting race for the
men was wiere a bundle of womens clothes were packaged and jut =t

a dlstance I'rom the stzrting line. A packasge Tor eacn ricer. lhnese
rackages contalned all kinds of womens clotning, aaturally piecss

that were hard ror tne men te put on. Usualy unmentionables. It

was guits a sight ©o see these men fignting to get into these unaies,
getting back on thelr horses and returning back to the starting line.
After all these activities and more 1t was time to return home, get
those old milk cows milxed cglves fed , a guick mesl and then ol'f tc
the dance. Utne dance lasted all night, Qhe next day a tireca bubt
harpy buncii.

Jad and —enry lovea to trade horses 1f they couldn'!t [ind any one else
to trade with tiey woudd trade with escn ctasr. In the long winter
evenings wodld set by tne old red not heater and trade horses. Ly
spring eaca swore that they had made :monegy trasding. I'm not surs

but wnat they came out in tne srring with the same horsws,

Vad loved toi gdt in the evenings and tell stories about nappenings
during his cow boy years. lother may nave gotten just a little tirea

of nearing the same old stories over, and over. - &ne evening she ask
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if she had ever told us about wvads wildiwowsn. Of course she hadn't,
S0 the story wesnt that one time when Jennie and “ollie were just
babies and they were stili living in Utah that Dad took a ride out

in tae cesert looking for cattle that haa gone estray. When he came

in home late in the evening he had = woman behind him on the horse.

He told mother he had found this woman wangering out on the desert.
mother welcomea ner with open zrms until she found out all this woman
wantea te do was lay around reading novels lesving Mother to walt on
her hand and foot. Hother pgot tired of tals and told Dad to take this
woman back where her found her and turn her loose., Yad took her up
benind nix on tie norge  snd pecause Toey wWore not teo Iar Lrom a
sgctlion crav on the reilrvoad he foo. iler there ana sobl her down,

They never dla see or near any mcre zbout her., After sother told tivis
Ded was very gulet for & time, Some times we woula tesse him about
his wila wowan,

In the fall of 1%23 vad hired a young man from scross the wsésa to

help deo chores and haul some hay. A4s tolngs sometimes happen kyrtle
end Jim Zell in love. 'hey were married in Telluriae Janurery 10, 1%2k.
They immealatly moved to James Heeds Tfarm scross the mésa on olk Creek,
whnen ryrtle wag married sihe took witih her & saddle horse, a new
kmentgomery ward saddle,two nilk cows and a yearling. T missed wsyrtle
50 muca that I rut in lots of days visliting her.

mvery one on tiae Mese wWas living the usual way, reising crops, milking
cow, Teeding in the winter, 2Aollie ana Virgis were still working for
the whiteley Brothers. I went to help out when their daughter Velma
was born........ I knew how to ride horses, milk cows, feed calves.

All I knew about cooking and house work you could put in a thimble.
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